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Course Introduction

This intensive training course provides a thorough understanding of trade in services, a rapidly
expanding sector of the global economy, and the crucial role of domestic regulation in shaping its
development. Participants will gain critical insights into the complexities of international
agreements governing services trade, such as the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS),
and explore how national regulations impact market access, transparency, and the overall
competitiveness of service industries. By examining real-world case studies and engaging in
practical exercises, attendees will develop the skills necessary to navigate the intricate landscape of
cross-border services trade and contribute to effective policy formulation and business strategies.

The course delves into the multifaceted relationship between trade liberalization in services and
the implementation of domestic regulatory frameworks. It emphasizes the importance of
balancing market opening with the need to achieve legitimate public policy objectives, such as
consumer protection, environmental sustainability, and quality standards. Participants will learn to
identify potential regulatory barriers to trade, analyze their economic impact, and explore best
practices for designing and implementing regulations that are both trade-facilitative and aligned
with national priorities. This knowledge is essential for policymakers, trade negotiators, business
professionals, and anyone seeking to engage effectively in the global services marketplace.
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Course Duration

10 days

Course Objectives:

1. Comprehending the Fundamentals of Trade in Services: Gain a foundational
understanding of the definition, characteristics, and economic significance of the services
sector in the global economy.

2. Analyzing the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS): Critically evaluate the
structure, principles, and specific commitments under the GATS framework.

3. Identifying Modes of Supply in Services Trade: Differentiate between the four modes of
supplying services internationally and their implications for market access.

4. Understanding Market Access and National Treatment Obligations: Analyze the core
obligations of market access and national treatment within the context of services trade
agreements.

5. Exploring Specific Commitments and Scheduling: Learn how to interpret and analyze
schedules of specific commitments undertaken by WTO members in services.

6. Examining Domestic Regulation and its Impact on Services Trade: Investigate the
various types of domestic regulations that can affect the trade in services.

7. Identifying Potential Regulatory Barriers to Trade in Services: Recognize and analyze
non-tariff barriers arising from domestic regulations.

8. Understanding the Concept of Regulatory Transparency: Appreciate the importance of
transparency in domestic regulations for facilitating services trade.

9. Analyzing the Necessity and Proportionality Tests for Domestic Regulation: Evaluate the
criteria used to assess the trade-restrictiveness of domestic regulations.

10. Exploring Sector-Specific Regulatory Issues in Services: Examine unique regulatory
challenges and approaches in key service sectors (e.g., finance, telecommunications,
transportation).

11. Understanding the Role of Mutual Recognition Agreements: Analyze how mutual
recognition of qualifications and standards can facilitate trade in professional services.

12. Exploring Current Trends and Future Challenges in Services Trade: Discuss emerging
issues such as digitalization, data flows, and their implications for services trade and
regulation.

13. Developing Strategies for Trade Facilitation in the Services Sector: Identify and evaluate
policy options for reducing regulatory burdens and promoting efficient services trade.



Organizational Benefits:

Enhanced understanding of the global services market and its dynamics.
Improved capacity to navigate international trade agreements related to services.
Better identification and management of regulatory risks and opportunities in foreign
markets.
Strengthened ability to formulate trade and investment strategies in the services sector.
Enhanced negotiation skills for trade agreements and regulatory cooperation.
Increased awareness of best practices in domestic regulation that promote trade.
Improved compliance with international trade obligations related to services.
Development of internal expertise on trade in services and regulatory affairs.
Greater ability to advocate for favorable regulatory environments for service industries.
Enhanced competitiveness in the global services marketplace.

Target Audience:

1. Government officials involved in trade policy and negotiations.
2. Regulators from various service sectors (e.g., finance, telecommunications).
3. Business professionals engaged in the import and export of services.
4. Legal professionals specializing in international trade law.
5. Trade association representatives.
6. Academics and researchers in international trade and economics.
7. Consultants advising on international trade and regulatory matters.
8. Individuals seeking to develop expertise in trade in services and domestic regulation.

Course Modules:

Module 1: Introduction to the Global Services Economy

Defining and classifying services in international trade.
The growing importance of the services sector globally.
Key trends and drivers of growth in services trade.
The economic impact of services liberalization.
Statistics and data on global services trade flows.

Module 2: The General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS)

Historical context and objectives of the GATS.
Structure and key provisions of the GATS agreement.
The three pillars of the GATS: general obligations, specific commitments, and annexes.
Understanding the scope of the GATS and its limitations.
The role of the WTO in administering the GATS.

Module 3: Modes of Supply in Services Trade

Mode 1: Cross-border supply (e.g., online services).
Mode 2: Consumption abroad (e.g., tourism, education abroad).
Mode 3: Commercial presence (e.g., establishing a branch or subsidiary).
Mode 4: Presence of natural persons (e.g., temporary movement of professionals).
Implications of different modes of supply for regulation and market access.

Module 4: Market Access and National Treatment

Understanding the obligation of market access under the GATS.



Analyzing the limitations that can be maintained under market access.
The principle of national treatment and its application to services.
Distinguishing between formal and de facto discrimination.
Exceptions to market access and national treatment obligations.

Module 5: Scheduling Specific Commitments

The process of scheduling specific commitments under the GATS.
Understanding the different sections of a schedule of commitments.
Analyzing limitations on market access and national treatment.
The concept of unbound sectors and measures.
Implications of specific commitments for market access opportunities.

Module 6: Domestic Regulation and Services Trade

The legitimate objectives of domestic regulation in the services sector.
Types of domestic regulations affecting services trade (e.g., licensing, qualification
requirements, technical standards).
The potential for domestic regulations to act as barriers to trade.
Balancing regulatory objectives with trade liberalization goals.
The role of international standards and best practices in regulation.

Module 7: Identifying and Analyzing Regulatory Barriers

Understanding the concept of non-tariff barriers (NTBs) in services.
Identifying common types of regulatory barriers in different service sectors.
Methods for assessing the trade impact of domestic regulations.
The importance of transparency in regulatory processes.
Case studies of regulatory barriers and their impact on trade.

Module 8: Regulatory Transparency and Due Process

The importance of transparency in laws, regulations, and administrative procedures.
Publication requirements and access to information.
Procedures for consultation and stakeholder engagement.
Mechanisms for administrative and judicial review.
The role of transparency in promoting predictability and reducing trade costs.

Module 9: Necessity and Proportionality Tests

The application of necessity and proportionality tests to domestic regulations affecting trade.
Evaluating whether a regulation is more trade-restrictive than necessary to achieve a
legitimate objective.
Analyzing the proportionality between the regulatory measure and the objective pursued.
Case studies illustrating the application of these tests.
Implications for regulatory design and dispute settlement.

Module 10: Sector-Specific Regulatory Issues

Regulatory challenges and approaches in the financial services sector.
Regulation of telecommunications and digital services.
Specific regulatory issues in the transportation sector (e.g., aviation, maritime).
Regulation of professional services (e.g., legal, accounting).
Emerging regulatory issues in new service sectors.



Module 11: Mutual Recognition Agreements (MRAs)

The concept and objectives of mutual recognition agreements.
MRAs in professional services and their impact on trade.
Challenges and benefits of negotiating and implementing MRAs.
The role of international organizations in promoting MRAs.
Examples of successful and less successful MRAs.

Module 12: Current Trends and Future Challenges in Services Trade

The impact of digitalization and e-commerce on services trade.
The rise of data flows and their regulatory implications.
The intersection of services trade and environmental sustainability.
Addressing new forms of protectionism in the services sector.
The future agenda for services trade negotiations and regulation.

Module 13: Strategies for Trade Facilitation in Services

Identifying opportunities for reducing regulatory burdens in services trade.
Promoting the use of international standards and best practices.
Enhancing regulatory cooperation and information exchange.
Utilizing technology to facilitate cross-border services transactions.
Developing national strategies for promoting services exports.

Module 14: Dispute Settlement in Services Trade

The dispute settlement mechanism under the WTO and its application to services.
Understanding the stages of the dispute settlement process.
Case studies of disputes involving trade in services.
Alternative dispute resolution mechanisms.
Implications of dispute settlement rulings for regulatory practices.

Module 15: The Future of Trade in Services and Domestic Regulation

Emerging trends in services trade and their regulatory implications.
The role of new technologies in shaping the future of services trade.
Challenges and opportunities for international cooperation on services regulation.
The importance of a coherent and forward-looking approach to services trade policy.
Developing skills for navigating the evolving landscape of global services trade.

Training Methodology:

The course will employ a variety of interactive and engaging training methods, including:

Lectures and Presentations: Providing foundational knowledge and key concepts.
Case Studies: Analyzing real-world examples of trade in services and regulatory challenges.
Group Discussions: Facilitating the exchange of ideas and perspectives among participants.
Interactive Exercises: Applying learned concepts through practical scenarios and
simulations.
Guest Speaker Sessions: Featuring experts from government, industry, and international
organizations.

Register as a group from 3 participants for a Discount



Send us an email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com or call +254769199797 

 

Certification

Upon successful completion of this training, participants will be issued with a globally- recognized

certificate.

Tailor-Made Course

 We also offer tailor-made courses based on your needs.

Key Notes

a. The participant must be conversant with English.

b. Upon completion of training the participant will be issued with an Authorized Training

Certificate

c. Course duration is flexible and the contents can be modified to fit any number of days.

d. The course fee includes facilitation training materials, 2 coffee breaks, buffet lunch and A

Certificate upon successful completion of Training.

e. One-year post-training support Consultation and Coaching provided after the course.

f. Payment should be done at least a week before commence of the training, to FINESKILL
TRAINING CENTER account, as indicated in the invoice so as to enable us prepare better for you.

Upcoming Scheduled Sessions

Start Date End Date Location Price

10 Aug 2026 21 Aug 2026 Online $2,200

17 Aug 2026 28 Aug 2026 Online $2,200

24 Aug 2026 04 Sep 2026 Online $2,200

31 Aug 2026 11 Sep 2026 Online $2,200

07 Sep 2026 18 Sep 2026 Online $2,200

14 Sep 2026 25 Sep 2026 Online $2,200

mailto:info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com


Start Date End Date Location Price

21 Sep 2026 02 Oct 2026 Online $2,200

28 Sep 2026 09 Oct 2026 Online $2,200

Ready to enroll or request a customized program? Book online or contact us:

Register Online Now

Email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com | Website: www.fineskilltrainingcenter.com

https://www.fineskilltrainingcenter.com/courses/training-course-on-understanding-trade-in-services-and-domestic-regulation

