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Course Introduction

As Africa embarks on deeper regional integration under the African Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA), understanding Rules of Origin (RoO) has become essential. These regulations serve as
the cornerstone of preferential trade arrangements, determining the national source of goods. In the
context of intra-African trade, mastering RoO empowers businesses and policymakers to maximize
market access, minimize tariffs, and optimize supply chain efficiency. This course provides an
in-depth analysis of RoO regimes, contextualized within Africa’s dynamic trade environment,
helping participants unlock value from AfCFTA and other regional economic communities (RECs)
like EAC, SADC, COMESA, and ECOWAS.

This course offers practical insights into the design, application, and enforcement of Rules of
Origin. Participants will explore how to interpret origin criteria, navigate certification
procedures, and leverage customs tools to facilitate trade. With a focus on compliance,
competitiveness, and capacity-building, the training equips professionals with hands-on
knowledge to transform complex regulatory requirements into strategic trade advantages. Through
expert-led sessions, interactive case studies, and real-time simulations, attendees will gain the skills
needed to confidently manage origin documentation, certification, and dispute resolution across
African markets.
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Course Duration

10 days

Course Objectives

1. Understand the legal framework and structure of Rules of Origin under AfCFTA.
2. Analyze the different origin criteria: wholly obtained, value addition, change in tariff

classification.
3. Identify challenges and solutions in verifying origin across African customs authorities.
4. Apply RoO in the context of regional value chains and industrialization policies.
5. Navigate product-specific rules (PSRs) and interpret Harmonized System (HS) codes.
6. Master the issuance and verification of origin certificates.
7. Align RoO compliance with supply chain operations and procurement.
8. Evaluate the role of RoO in reducing non-tariff barriers in intra-Africa trade.
9. Understand cumulation, de minimis, and tolerance provisions in origin determination.

10. Assess the administrative cooperation and digitalization of RoO processes.
11. Explore RoO provisions in other trade agreements: SADC, COMESA, ECOWAS.
12. Identify fraud and misdeclaration risks in origin documentation.
13. Develop country-level and sector-specific RoO implementation strategies.

Organizational Benefits

Improved trade facilitation and access to preferential markets.
Increased compliance and reduction in penalties and trade delays.
Enhanced efficiency in cross-border operations.
Strengthened capacity of trade, customs, and procurement teams.
Competitive advantage in value chain participation under AfCFTA.

Target Audience

1. Trade Policy Analysts
2. Customs and Revenue Officers
3. Exporters and Importers
4. Procurement and Supply Chain Managers
5. Freight Forwarders and Logistics Experts
6. Trade Lawyers and Legal Officers
7. Regional Economic Community Officers



8. Academics and Researchers in International Trade

Course Outline

Module 1: Introduction to Intra-Africa Trade

Overview of AfCFTA objectives
Trends in African trade integration
Barriers and opportunities in regional trade
Structure of African RECs
Role of RoO in trade development

Module 2: Understanding Rules of Origin (RoO)

Definition and purpose of RoO
Historical evolution of RoO in Africa
Preferential vs. non-preferential RoO
Legal basis under WTO and AfCFTA
Stakeholders in RoO implementation

Module 3: Origin Criteria

Wholly obtained goods explained
Substantial transformation rules
Value addition and ad valorem percentage
Change in tariff heading (CTH)
Specific processing requirements

Module 4: Harmonized System and Tariff Classification

Structure of HS codes
Navigating the HS nomenclature
Role in determining origin
Product Specific Rules (PSRs)
Practical classification exercises

Module 5: Certificate of Origin Procedures

Types of certificates used in Africa
Issuance authorities and guidelines
Electronic certification systems
Verification and audit processes
Avoiding certificate-related fraud

Module 6: Cumulation Rules in RoO

Bilateral, diagonal, and full cumulation
AfCFTA cumulation provisions
Encouraging regional sourcing
Case studies on cumulation success
Practical cumulation exercises

Module 7: De Minimis and Tolerance Provisions

Definition and thresholds



Application scenarios
Impact on origin qualification
Legal implications
Strategic use in trade operations

Module 8: Administrative Cooperation

Customs collaboration mechanisms
Exchange of origin information
Managing verification requests
Preventing fraud through cooperation
Dispute resolution procedures

Module 9: RoO in African RECs (SADC, COMESA, ECOWAS)

Comparison of regional RoO frameworks
Overlaps and conflicts in rules
Harmonization efforts
Regional trade opportunities
RoO negotiation strategies

Module 10: Challenges and Compliance Issues

Common errors in origin declarations
Cost of non-compliance
RoO fraud case studies
Training needs in organizations
Developing compliance systems

Module 11: Digitization of RoO Processes

e-Certificates of origin platforms
Blockchain in RoO traceability
Digital signatures and verification
System interoperability across RECs
Future of tech in RoO management

Module 12: Sector-Specific RoO Applications

Agricultural exports and RoO
Textiles and apparel industries
Automotive and manufacturing
Mining and mineral products
Country-specific illustrations

Module 13: Building Regional Value Chains

Integrating SMEs into value chains
Sourcing strategies under AfCFTA
Boosting industrial development
Enabling infrastructure and logistics
Strategic policy support tools

Module 14: RoO Policy and Legal Framework



National implementation strategies
Drafting national RoO legislation
Interpreting trade protocols
Legal gaps and reforms
Case law on RoO disputes

Module 15: Practical Simulation & Case Studies

Simulated RoO assessment process
Real-world documentation review
Interactive problem-solving activities
Group case study presentations
Certificate of Origin creation workshop

Training Methodology

Interactive instructor-led sessions
Case study analysis from African countries
Group-based simulations and role-play
Hands-on exercises with trade documents
Access to downloadable tools and templates
Pre and post-assessment quizzes
Live Q&A and policy discussions
Certificate of Completion

Register as a group from 3 participants for a Discount

Send us an email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com or call +254769199797 

 

Certification

Upon successful completion of this training, participants will be issued with a globally- recognized

certificate.

Tailor-Made Course

 We also offer tailor-made courses based on your needs.

Key Notes

a. The participant must be conversant with English.

b. Upon completion of training the participant will be issued with an Authorized Training

Certificate

c. Course duration is flexible and the contents can be modified to fit any number of days.

d. The course fee includes facilitation training materials, 2 coffee breaks, buffet lunch and A

Certificate upon successful completion of Training.

mailto:info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com


e. One-year post-training support Consultation and Coaching provided after the course.

f. Payment should be done at least a week before commence of the training, to FINESKILL
TRAINING CENTER account, as indicated in the invoice so as to enable us prepare better for you.

Upcoming Scheduled Sessions

Start Date End Date Location Price

10 Aug 2026 21 Aug 2026 Online $2,200

17 Aug 2026 28 Aug 2026 Online $2,200

24 Aug 2026 04 Sep 2026 Online $2,200

31 Aug 2026 11 Sep 2026 Online $2,200

07 Sep 2026 18 Sep 2026 Online $2,200

14 Sep 2026 25 Sep 2026 Online $2,200

21 Sep 2026 02 Oct 2026 Online $2,200

28 Sep 2026 09 Oct 2026 Online $2,200

Ready to enroll or request a customized program? Book online or contact us:

Register Online Now

Email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com | Website: www.fineskilltrainingcenter.com

https://www.fineskilltrainingcenter.com/courses/training-course-on-rules-of-origin-regimes-in-intra-africa-trade

