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Course Introduction

Theories of Liberty and Social Contract Training Course a comprehensive exploration of the fundamental
concepts of liberty and the social contract. Participants will delve into the historical evolution and
contemporary relevance of these core tenets of political philosophy. We will examine how classical and
modern thinkers, from Thomas Hobbes and John Locke to Jean-Jacques Rousseau and John Rawls,
have conceptualized the relationship between the individual and the state. By analyzing the philosophical
foundations of freedom, justice, and authority, learners will develop a deeper understanding of the rights
and responsibilities that shape modern civil society and democratic governance.

We'll investigate the philosophical underpinnings of civil liberties, exploring how the social contract
serves as a framework for the establishment of law, order, and political legitimacy. The training
emphasizes critical thinking and analytical skills to deconstruct complex arguments about human rights,
natural law, and the role of government in protecting individual freedoms. Through engaging discussions
and practical case studies, participants will be empowered to apply these timeless theories to pressing
contemporary issues, such as privacy rights, civic obligations, and the ongoing global discourse on
democracy and individual autonomy.

Programme Curriculum

Theories of Liberty and Social Contract Training Course
Introduction

Theories of Liberty and Social Contract Training Course a comprehensive exploration of the fundamental
concepts of liberty and the social contract. Participants will delve into the historical evolution and
contemporary relevance of these core tenets of political philosophy. We will examine how classical and modern



thinkers, from Thomas Hobbes and John Locke to Jean-Jacques Rousseau and John Rawls, have
conceptualized the relationship between the individual and the state. By analyzing the philosophical foundations
of freedom, justice, and authority, learners will develop a deeper understanding of the rights and
responsibilities that shape modern civil society and democratic governance.

We'll investigate the philosophical underpinnings of civil liberties, exploring how the social contract serves as
a framework for the establishment of law, order, and political legitimacy. The training emphasizes critical
thinking and analytical skills to deconstruct complex arguments abouthuman rights, natural law, and the role
of government in protecting individual freedoms. Through engaging discussions and practical case studies,
participants will be empowered to apply these timeless theories to pressing contemporary issues, such as
privacy rights, civic obligations, and the ongoing global discourse on democracy and individual autonomy.

Course Duration
5days
Course Objectives

e Analyze the historical development of social contract theory.

e Compare and contrast the state of nature as depicted by Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau.
e Evaluate the philosophical arguments for and againstabsolute sovereignty.

e Examine the relationship between natural rights and civil liberties.

e Deconstruct the concept of justice as fairness in the context of Rawls's theory.

e Investigate the role of consent and obligation in political authority.

e Assess the ongoing relevance of social contract theory to contemporary political legitimacy.
e Apply theories of liberty to modern issues like digital privacy and surveillance.

e Critique the limitations and critiques of classical social contract theories.

e Discuss the implications of social contract theory on global ethics and international law.

e Formulate arguments on the balance betweenindividual freedom and the common good.
e Explore the concept of the social contract in non-Western traditions.

e Develop a reasoned perspective on civic responsibility in a democratic society.

Target Audience

1. students of political science and philosophy
2. legal professionals

3.  public policy analyst

4. government officials

5. non-profit leaders

6. journalists

7. activists

8. concerned citizens

Course Modules

Module 1: The State of Nature & The Social Contract



Introduction to the pre-political "state of nature.”

Hobbes's "war of all against all* and the absolute sovereign.

Locke's natural rights to life, liberty, and property.

Rousseau's concept of the noble savage and the general will.

Case Study: The collapse of a state and the rise of a new government, examining how a society might
revert to a "state of nature" and the subsequent efforts to establish a new social contract.

Module 2: The Foundations of Liberty

e Defining negative and positive liberty.

e The tension between liberty and security.

Mill's harm principle and the limits of individual freedom.

Isaiah Berlin's two concepts of liberty.

Case Study: The debate over vaccine mandates, analyzing the clash between individual autonomy and
public health obligations.

Module 3: The Social Contract in Practice

e The role of consent in political legitimacy.

Explicit vs. tacit consent and the problem of non-consenting individuals.

The concept of political obligation.

The right to rebellion and resistance.

Case Study: The American Revolution as a practical application of Lockean social contract principles,
particularly the right to overthrow a tyrannical government.

Module 4: Justice, Fairness, and Inequality

e Rawls's theory of justice as fairness.

The "veil of ignorance" and its implications for social policy.

The difference principle and the distribution of resources.

Critiques of Rawls's theory.

Case Study: A discussion of wealth inequality and social welfare programs through the lens of Rawls's
principles.

Module 5: The Social Contract in a Digital Age

e Revisiting the social contract in the digital realm.

Privacy rights, data security, and surveillance.

Online speech, misinformation, and the "digital public square.”

Regulating tech companies and the new sovereign.

Case Study: The Cambridge Analytica scandal, exploring the violation of the implicit social contract
between users and tech platforms.

Module 6: Global Perspectives on Social Contract

e Social contract theory in a global context.

¢ International law, human rights, and state sovereignty.

The concept of a "global social contract."

Just war theory and international relations.

Case Study: The formation and challenges of the United Nations, analyzing its role as a form of a global

social contract.



Module 7: Modern Critiques and Alternatives

Feminist critiques of social contract theory.

Race-conscious arguments and the social contract.

Communitarian and libertarian alternatives.

Post-colonial perspectives on political obligation.

Case Study: The Civil Rights Movement in the US, critiquing the existing social contract for its failure to
protect the rights of all citizens.

Module 8: The Future of the Social Contract

Climate change and intergenerational justice.

The rights of future generations.

The social contract and artificial intelligence.

Reimagining the citizen's role in a fragmented world.

Case Study: The Paris Agreement on climate change, examining the moral obligations of current
generations to future ones.

Training Methodology

Interactive Lectures: Concise presentations to introduce key concepts and historical context.
Socratic Seminars: Facilitated group discussions to explore complex ideas and foster critical thinking.
Case Study Analysis: In-depth examination of historical and contemporary examples to apply
theoretical frameworks.

Debates and Role-Playing: Structured activities where participants argue different philosophical
positions.

Peer-to-Peer Learning: Collaborative exercises to encourage knowledge sharing and diverse
perspectives.

Multimedia Resources: Integration of short videos, documentaries, and podcasts to enrich the learning
experience.

Reflective Journaling: Personal writing exercises to help participants synthesize their understanding.

Register as a group from 3 participants for a Discount

Send us an email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com or call +254769199797

Certification

Upon successful completion of this training, participants will be issued with a globally- recognized certificate.

Tailor-Made Course

We also offer tailor-made courses based on your needs.

Key Notes

a. The participant must be conversant with English.

b. Upon completion of training the participant will be issued with an Authorized Training Certificate

c. Course duration is flexible and the contents can be modified to fit any number of days.


mailto:info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com

d. The course fee includes facilitation training materials, 2 coffee breaks, buffet lunch and A Certificate upon
successful completion of Training.

e. One-year post-training support Consultation and Coaching provided after the course.

f. Payment should be done at least a week before commence of the training, to FINESKILL TRAINING
CENTER account, as indicated in the invoice so as to enable us prepare better for you.

Upcoming Scheduled Sessions

Start Date End Date Location Price

10 Aug 2026 14 Aug 2026 Online $1,100
17 Aug 2026 21 Aug 2026 Online $1,100
24 Aug 2026 28 Aug 2026 Online $1,100
31 Aug 2026 04 Sep 2026 Online $1,100
07 Sep 2026 11 Sep 2026 Online $1,100
14 Sep 2026 18 Sep 2026 Online $1,100
21 Sep 2026 25 Sep 2026 Online $1,100
28 Sep 2026 02 Oct 2026 Online $1,100

Ready to enroll or request a customized program? Book online or contact us:

Register Online Now

Email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com | Website: www.fineskilltrainingcenter.com
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