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Course Introduction

In an era of accelerating environmental crises and global inequality, the politics of sustainable development

has emerged as a crucial field of study and practice. The Politics of Sustainable Development Training

Course is designed to empower a new generation of leaders to navigate the complex, multi-stakeholder

challenges of building a more sustainable and equitable world. We'll delve into the intricate interplay

between governance, policy-making, and resource management, providing participants with the tools to

drive transformative change and ensure a just transition for all.

This program moves beyond the simple "what" of sustainable development and focuses on the "how" the

political processes, institutional frameworks, and power dynamics that either enable or hinder progress

toward the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). By examining real-world case studies from diverse

contexts, participants will learn to identify barriers to policy implementation, mobilize stakeholder

engagement, and champion innovative solutions. We aim to equip you with the critical thinking and

strategic leadership skills necessary to lead the global effort for a regenerative and resilient future

Programme Curriculum

The Politics of Sustainable Development Training Course

Introduction

In an era of accelerating environmental crises and global inequality, the politics of sustainable development has

emerged as a crucial field of study and practice. The Politics of Sustainable Development Training Course is

designed to empower a new generation of leaders to navigate the complex, multi-stakeholder challenges of

building a more sustainable and equitable world. We'll delve into the intricate interplay between governance,

policy-making, and resource management, providing participants with the tools to drive transformative



change and ensure a just transition for all.

This program moves beyond the simple "what" of sustainable development and focuses on the "how" the

political processes, institutional frameworks, and power dynamics that either enable or hinder progress toward

the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). By examining real-world case studies from diverse contexts,

participants will learn to identify barriers to policy implementation, mobilize stakeholder engagement, and

champion innovative solutions. We aim to equip you with the critical thinking and strategic leadership skills

necessary to lead the global effort for a regenerative and resilient future.

Course Duration

5 days

Course Objectives

Upon completion of this course, participants will be able to:

1. Analyze the political economy of sustainable development.

2. Critically evaluate global governance frameworks like the 2030 Agenda and the Paris Agreement.

3. Identify and address power dynamics and stakeholder conflicts in policy-making.

4. Develop effective strategies for policy implementation and accountability.

5. Integrate social equity and environmental justice into project design.

6. Champion circular economy principles and green innovation.

7. Assess the role of finance and sustainable investing in achieving the SDGs.

8. Understand the climate governance landscape and its relationship to development.

9. Advocate for nature-based solutions and biodiversity conservation.

10. Apply systems thinking to complex sustainability challenges.

11. Build multi-sectoral partnerships for the goals.

12. Design and implement resilience-building strategies in vulnerable communities.

13. Lead with transformational leadership to drive regenerative development.

Organizational Benefits

Demonstrate a genuine commitment to sustainability, attracting socially conscious consumers, investors,

and top talent.

Implement sustainable practices that lead to significant cost savings through resource conservation and

waste reduction.

Proactively manage regulatory, reputational, and climate-related risks.

Foster a culture of creativity and problem-solving, leading to new products, services, and business

models.

Cultivate a motivated and purpose-driven workforce, improving morale and retention.

Position your organization favorably for funding from investors who prioritize ESG performance.

Target Audience

1. Government Officials and Policy Makers responsible for national or local development strategies.

2. Corporate Sustainability Professionals and ESG Analysts seeking to drive change within their

organizations.

3. Non-profit Leaders and Development Practitioners working on environmental and social issues.

4. International Relations Professionals and Diplomats involved in global climate and development

negotiations.



5. Urban Planners and Public Sector Managers focused on sustainable cities and communities.

6. Academics and Researchers looking to deepen their understanding of political aspects of sustainability.

7. Journalists and Communications Professionals specializing in environmental reporting.

8. Project Managers leading sustainability initiatives in various sectors.

Course Outline

Module 1: Foundations of Sustainable Development

The Evolution of the Concept: From the Brundtland Report to the 2030 Agenda.

Pillars of Sustainability: Exploring the interconnectedness of economic, social, and environmental

dimensions.

Global Governance: A critical look at the role of the United Nations, World Bank, and other international

bodies.

Political Ideologies: How different political systems approach sustainable development and resource

allocation.

Case Study: The politics behind the creation and adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals

(SDGs), highlighting conflicts between developed and developing nations.

Module 2: The Political Economy of Climate Change

Climate Governance: Analyzing the Paris Agreement, COP conferences, and the role of national

determined contributions (NDCs).

Just Transition: Examining the social and economic challenges of moving away from a fossil fuel-based

economy.

Climate Finance: The politics of funding climate action and the debate over historical responsibility.

Carbon Markets and Pricing: Evaluating the political feasibility and equity of various carbon pricing

mechanisms.

Case Study: The political and economic factors influencing a country's decision to join or withdraw from

international climate agreements, such as the U.S. and the Paris Agreement.

Module 3: Policy-Making and Implementation

The Policy Cycle: From agenda-setting to evaluation and how politics influences each stage.

Stakeholder Analysis: Identifying and engaging with diverse interest groups, including corporations, civil

society, and local communities.

Policy Coherence: Addressing conflicts between different government ministries and departments.

Regulatory Frameworks: The politics of creating and enforcing environmental laws and regulations.

Case Study: A comparative analysis of successful and failed policy implementation in different

countries for a specific SDG, such as clean water and sanitation (SDG 6).

Module 4: Environmental Justice and Social Equity

Understanding Environmental Racism: The disproportionate impact of environmental hazards on

marginalized communities.

Political Mobilization: The role of grassroots movements and indigenous communities in advocating for

environmental justice.

Equity in Policy: Designing policies that address historical injustices and promote inclusive development.

Access to Resources: The politics of land tenure, water rights, and benefit-sharing from natural

resources.



Case Study: The campaign for environmental justice in Flint, Michigan, and the political and systemic

failures that led to the water crisis.

Module 5: The Politics of Food and Agriculture

Food Systems and Security: Analyzing the political drivers of global food insecurity and unsustainable

agricultural practices.

Agroecology vs. Industrial Agriculture: The political debate over different models of food production.

Land Use Policy: The politics of land allocation, conservation, and resource extraction.

Sustainable Consumption: The political challenges of shifting consumer behavior and regulating

multinational corporations.

Case Study: The political lobbying and policy conflicts surrounding the use of genetically modified

organisms (GMOs) and pesticides in different regions.

Module 6: Urban Sustainability and Governance

Urbanization and the SDGs: The political challenges and opportunities of rapid urban growth.

Smart and Resilient Cities: The politics of technology, infrastructure, and climate adaptation in urban

areas.

Public-Private Partnerships: The role of political will in creating effective collaborations for urban

development.

Citizen Participation: The importance of engaging residents in urban planning and decision-making.

Case Study: The politics of implementing urban mobility plans and transitioning to sustainable

transport in a major city like Copenhagen or Singapore.

Module 7: The Role of Business and Finance

Corporate Political Action: Examining the influence of corporate lobbying on environmental and social

policy.

ESG Investing: The politics behind the rise of ESG metrics and the debate over "greenwashing".

Circular Economy Policy: The political instruments used to promote resource efficiency and waste

reduction.

Sustainable Supply Chains: The political and logistical challenges of ensuring ethical and sustainable

sourcing.

Case Study: The political and financial pressures that led a major multinational company to adopt a

zero-waste policy and its subsequent challenges.

Module 8: Leadership and Advocacy for Change

Transformational Leadership: Developing the skills to inspire and mobilize diverse groups toward a

common goal.

Strategic Advocacy: Learning how to influence policy and public opinion through effective campaigns.

Multi-stakeholder Partnerships: Building coalitions between governments, businesses, and civil society.

Negotiation Skills: The art of reaching consensus in politically charged environments.

Case Study: The political journey of an environmental activist or organization in successfully lobbying for

a new piece of climate legislation.

Training Methodology

This course utilizes a dynamic and interactive training methodology to ensure a rich and comprehensive

learning experience. The approach combines theoretical instruction with practical application, fostering



critical thinking and problem-solving skills. Key components include:

Interactive Lectures: Engaging presentations that introduce core concepts and frameworks.

Expert Guest Speakers: Sessions with leading policy-makers, researchers, and activists.

Case Study Analysis: In-depth group discussions on real-world political and sustainability challenges.

Role-Playing and Simulations: Participants will simulate political negotiations and policy-making

scenarios.

Group Projects: Collaborative exercises to design and present a sustainable development policy

proposal.

Socratic Dialogue: Open forums and debates to challenge assumptions and explore diverse

perspectives.

Register as a group from 3 participants for a Discount

Send us an email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com or call +254769199797 

 

Certification

Upon successful completion of this training, participants will be issued with a globally- recognized certificate.

Tailor-Made Course

 We also offer tailor-made courses based on your needs.

Key Notes

a. The participant must be conversant with English.

b. Upon completion of training the participant will be issued with an Authorized Training Certificate

c. Course duration is flexible and the contents can be modified to fit any number of days.

d. The course fee includes facilitation training materials, 2 coffee breaks, buffet lunch and A Certificate upon

successful completion of Training.

e. One-year post-training support Consultation and Coaching provided after the course.

f. Payment should be done at least a week before commence of the training, to FINESKILL TRAINING

CENTER account, as indicated in the invoice so as to enable us prepare better for you.

Upcoming Scheduled Sessions

Start Date End Date Location Price

10 Aug 2026 14 Aug 2026 Online $1,100

17 Aug 2026 21 Aug 2026 Online $1,100

mailto:info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com


Start Date End Date Location Price

24 Aug 2026 28 Aug 2026 Online $1,100

31 Aug 2026 04 Sep 2026 Online $1,100

07 Sep 2026 11 Sep 2026 Online $1,100

14 Sep 2026 18 Sep 2026 Online $1,100

21 Sep 2026 25 Sep 2026 Online $1,100

28 Sep 2026 02 Oct 2026 Online $1,100

Ready to enroll or request a customized program? Book online or contact us:

Register Online Now

Email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com | Website: www.fineskilltrainingcenter.com

https://www.fineskilltrainingcenter.com/courses/the-politics-of-sustainable-development-training-course

