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Course Introduction

In an increasingly data-driven world, the ability to conduct rigorous political research is paramount. Survey

and Experimental Methods in Political Research Training Course delves into the essential quantitative

methods of survey research and experimental design, equipping participants with the skills to analyze

public opinion, electoral behavior, and policy impacts. The landscape of political science is undergoing a

methodological revolution, with big data, machine learning, and digital platforms offering new frontiers

for scholarly inquiry. This program is designed to bridge the gap between traditional research and these

emerging trends, providing a solid foundation in both theory and application. Participants will learn how to

design, execute, and analyze studies that produce valid and reliable causal inferences.

This program goes beyond a theoretical overview. It focuses on the practical application of advanced

research techniques. From crafting unbiased survey questions and implementing probability sampling to

designing online field experiments, attendees will gain hands-on experience using modern statistical

software. The course emphasizes the research pipeline, from developing a testable hypothesis to data

collection, statistical analysis, and effective communication of findings. By the end of this intensive

training, participants will be empowered to conduct original research that contributes meaningfully to

academic literature, informs public policy, or drives strategic decision-making in political campaigns and

advocacy.
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Course Duration

5 days

Course Objectives

1. Master the principles of causal inference in political science.

2. Learn to design unbiased and robust survey instruments.

3. Develop expertise in various sampling methods including probability and non-probability sampling.

4. Understand the core concepts of experimental design, including randomized controlled trials (RCTs).

5. Gain proficiency in modern data collection tools and platforms.

6. Apply advanced statistical analysis techniques to complex datasets.

7. Navigate the ethical considerations and challenges of human subjects research.

8. Analyze and interpret public opinion data effectively.

9. Conduct research on electoral behavior and political participation.

10. Employ methods for rigorous policy evaluation.

11. Learn to combine qualitative data with quantitative findings.

12. Explore the application of big data analytics in political science.

13. Master digital research methods, including online experiments and social media analysis.

Organizational Benefits

Equip teams with the ability to use empirical evidence to inform strategic choices and policy

recommendations.

Elevate the rigor and credibility of internal and external research projects, leading to more publishable

and impactful work.

Reduce errors and costs associated with poorly designed studies by training staff in best-practice

research methodologies.

Gain a competitive edge by leveraging advanced analytical skills to better understand and predict

political and social trends.

Invest in employee professional development, fostering a culture of continuous learning and improving

staff retention.



Build greater confidence among stakeholders by presenting findings based on sound, transparent, and

replicable research.

Target Audience

Political Science Students.

Academic Researchers.

Policy Analysts.

Campaign Strategists.

Non-Profit & NGO Staff.

Market Researchers.

Journalists.

Data Scientists.

Course Outline

Module 1: Foundations of Research Design

The Research Pipeline: From research questions to hypothesis testing.

Causality and Inference: Understanding what it means to make a causal claim.

Measurement and Operationalization: How to accurately measure abstract concepts.

Validity and Reliability: Ensuring your research measures what it intends to.

Case Study: The 2016 and 2020 U.S. presidential election polls: why did some get it wrong, and what

were the methodological failures?

Module 2: Survey Methods

Crafting Survey Questions: Writing clear, unbiased, and effective questions.

Survey Modes: Comparing different methods of administration 

Sampling Strategies: Probability vs. non-probability sampling and their implications.

Non-Response and Measurement Error: Dealing with the realities of survey data.

Case Study: The American National Election Studies (ANES) - examining its long history of survey

design evolution and its impact on political science.

Module 3: Experimental Methods

Logic of Experiments: The power of random assignment.

Types of Experiments: Field experiments, survey experiments, and lab experiments.

Quasi-Experiments and Natural Experiments: Understanding when random assignment isn't possible.

Ethical Considerations: The moral and institutional review board (IRB) aspects of experiments.

Case Study: A recent field experiment on voter mobilization?Çödid sending personalized postcards to

voters actually increase turnout?

Module 4: Data Collection & Management

Digital Platforms: Using Qualtrics, SurveyMonkey, and other online tools.

Data Cleaning and Pre-processing: Preparing raw data for analysis.

Data Security and Privacy: Protecting participant information.

Archiving and Reproducibility: Making data available for future research.

Case Study: A study on the use of social media data to track political sentiment?Çöexploring the

challenges of noise and bias.



Module 5: Statistical Analysis for Survey Data

Descriptive Statistics: Summarizing and visualizing data.

Hypothesis Testing: T-tests, Chi-square, and ANOVA.

Regression Analysis: Simple and multiple linear regression for continuous outcomes.

Logistic Regression: Analyzing binary outcomes like voting or not voting.

Case Study: Using regression to analyze the relationship between income, education, and political party

affiliation.

Module 6: Advanced Experimental Analysis

Treatment Effect Estimation: Calculating and interpreting the average treatment effect.

Heterogeneous Treatment Effects: Do treatments affect different people differently?

Mediation and Moderation Analysis: Unpacking the "how" and "when" of causal effects.

Statistical Software (R/Python): Practical application of experimental analysis using statistical

programming.

Case Study: A survey experiment testing different wordings of a ballot measure to see how subtle

changes influence public support.

Module 7: The Research Report

Structuring a Research Paper: From introduction to conclusion.

Writing for a Broad Audience: Communicating complex findings clearly.

Data Visualization: Creating effective charts and graphs.

Presenting Your Findings: Techniques for oral presentations.

Case Study: Deconstructing a high-impact paper from a top political science journal to understand its

structure and argumentation.

Module 8: Future of Political Research

Machine Learning: An introduction to machine learning methods in political science.

Text Analysis: Using natural language processing (NLP) to analyze political discourse.

Network Analysis: Mapping and understanding political networks.

Ethical AI: The moral implications of using AI in political research.

Case Study: Analyzing a large dataset of social media posts to identify misinformation campaigns.

Training Methodology

This course employs a blended learning methodology that combines:

Interactive Lectures: Engaging, concept-focused sessions.

Practical Workshops: Hands-on exercises with real-world data and statistical software.

Case Study Analysis: In-depth group discussions on seminal political science research.

Group Projects: Collaborative projects where participants design and execute a research project.

Guest Speaker Sessions: Talks from leading researchers and practitioners in the field.

Register as a group from 3 participants for a Discount

Send us an email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com or call +254769199797 

 

Certification

mailto:info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com


Upon successful completion of this training, participants will be issued with a globally- recognized certificate.

Tailor-Made Course

 We also offer tailor-made courses based on your needs.

Key Notes

a. The participant must be conversant with English.

b. Upon completion of training the participant will be issued with an Authorized Training Certificate

c. Course duration is flexible and the contents can be modified to fit any number of days.

d. The course fee includes facilitation training materials, 2 coffee breaks, buffet lunch and A Certificate upon

successful completion of Training.

e. One-year post-training support Consultation and Coaching provided after the course.

f. Payment should be done at least a week before commence of the training, to FINESKILL TRAINING

CENTER account, as indicated in the invoice so as to enable us prepare better for you.

Upcoming Scheduled Sessions

Start Date End Date Location Price

10 Aug 2026 14 Aug 2026 Online $1,100

17 Aug 2026 21 Aug 2026 Online $1,100

24 Aug 2026 28 Aug 2026 Online $1,100

31 Aug 2026 04 Sep 2026 Online $1,100

07 Sep 2026 11 Sep 2026 Online $1,100

14 Sep 2026 18 Sep 2026 Online $1,100

21 Sep 2026 25 Sep 2026 Online $1,100

28 Sep 2026 02 Oct 2026 Online $1,100

Ready to enroll or request a customized program? Book online or contact us:

Register Online Now

https://www.fineskilltrainingcenter.com/courses/survey-and-experimental-methods-in-political-research-training-course
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