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Course Introduction

Regional Security Complexes Training Course explores the foundational principles of regional security

cooperation in Africa, focusing on the roles of the African Union (AU) and the Economic Community of

West African States (ECOWAS). In an era of evolving geopolitical challenges, from trans-national

terrorism and organized crime to climate-induced instability and unconstitutional changes of government,

understanding how regional bodies respond is more critical than ever. We delve into the theoretical

framework of Regional Security Complex Theory (RSCT), applying it to real-world African contexts to

analyze the intricate security interdependence between member states. This course provides participants

with the skills to critically assess peace and security efforts, identify institutional gaps, and propose effective

policy solutions.

Regional Security Complexes Training Course is designed to bridge the gap between academic theory and

practical application. By examining the operational mechanisms of the AU's Peace and Security

Architecture (APSA) and ECOWAS's Conflict Prevention Framework, we will dissect their successes,

failures, and future potential. The curriculum is rich with case studies, interactive simulations, and expert-led

discussions, ensuring a dynamic and engaging learning environment. Participants will gain a deep

understanding of Africa's security landscape, its institutional dynamics, and the critical role of regional

organizations in promoting sustainable peace and human security.

Programme Curriculum

Regional Security Complexes Training Course

Introduction

Regional Security Complexes Training Course explores the foundational principles of regional security

cooperation in Africa, focusing on the roles of the African Union (AU) and the Economic Community of West



African States (ECOWAS). In an era of evolving geopolitical challenges, from trans-national terrorism and

organized crime to climate-induced instability and unconstitutional changes of government, understanding how

regional bodies respond is more critical than ever. We delve into the theoretical framework of Regional

Security Complex Theory (RSCT), applying it to real-world African contexts to analyze the intricate security

interdependence between member states. This course provides participants with the skills to critically assess

peace and security efforts, identify institutional gaps, and propose effective policy solutions.

Regional Security Complexes Training Course is designed to bridge the gap between academic theory and

practical application. By examining the operational mechanisms of the AU's Peace and Security Architecture

(APSA) and ECOWAS's Conflict Prevention Framework, we will dissect their successes, failures, and future

potential. The curriculum is rich with case studies, interactive simulations, and expert-led discussions, ensuring

a dynamic and engaging learning environment. Participants will gain a deep understanding of Africa's security

landscape, its institutional dynamics, and the critical role of regional organizations in promoting sustainable

peace and human security.

Course duration

5 days

Course Objectives

Upon completion of this course, participants will be able to:

Analyze the core tenets of Regional Security Complex Theory (RSCT) and its applicability to African

contexts.

Evaluate the historical evolution and current state of African peace and security architecture (APSA).

Assess the mandate, structures, and operational effectiveness of the AU Peace and Security Council

(PSC).

Examine the role of ECOWAS as a sub-regional security provider in West Africa.

Identify key security threats and challenges facing the African continent, including terrorism and

transnational crime.

Understand the legal and institutional frameworks governing AU and ECOWAS peacekeeping

missions.

Critically analyze conflict prevention strategies and early warning mechanisms of both organizations.

Assess the impact of external actors and great power competition on African security dynamics.

Explore the link between governance deficits, constitutionalism, and regional instability.

Evaluate the effectiveness of AU and ECOWAS responses to unconstitutional changes of

government.

Analyze the challenges of funding and resource mobilization for peace and security operations.

Formulate evidence-based policy recommendations for strengthening regional security cooperation.

Discuss the future trajectory of African security governance and the "Silencing the Guns" initiative.

Organizational Benefits

Develop a deeper understanding of the regional security environment for more effective risk

management and strategic planning.

Equip personnel with the analytical tools to make informed decisions on political and security matters in

Africa.

Build the internal expertise to engage more effectively with regional and continental bodies like the AU

and ECOWAS.



Align organizational strategies with the evolving priorities of African security governance, ensuring

relevance and impact.

Target Audience

Diplomats and Foreign Service Officials

Military and Defense Personnel

Policy Analysts and Researchers

International Relations Professionals

Government Officials (National Security, Foreign Affairs)

NGO and Humanitarian Aid Workers

Journalists and Political Commentators

Academics and Students of Security Studies

Course Outline

Module 1: The Foundations of Regional Security

Understanding Regional Security Complex Theory (RSCT): Core concepts, historical development, and

analytical framework.

Geopolitics of African Security: Analyzing the unique security landscape of the continent.

The Nexus of Security, Development, and Governance: How these factors are interconnected and

mutually reinforcing.

Security Interdependence: Case studies on how threats in one state impact its neighbors.

Case Study: The Sahel region as a complex characterized by porous borders and intertwined security

challenges.

Module 2: The African Union's Security Architecture

The African Peace and Security Architecture (APSA): Its pillars, organs, and evolution since the OAU.

The Peace and Security Council (PSC): Mandate, decision-making processes, and its role in crisis

management.

The African Standby Force (ASF): Its operational readiness, challenges, and future prospects.

Continental Early Warning System (CEWS): An analysis of its effectiveness in conflict anticipation.

Case Study: The AU's intervention in Somalia (AMISOM/ATMIS) and its lessons for future operations.

Module 3: The Role of ECOWAS in West African Security

ECOWAS Security Mandate: From economic integration to a robust security framework.

The ECOWAS Conflict Prevention Framework: An overview of its mechanisms and tools.

ECOWAS Monitoring Group (ECOMOG): A historical analysis of its peacekeeping role in the 1990s.

Democracy and Constitutionalism: ECOWAS's response to political crises and unconstitutional changes

of government.

Case Study: ECOWAS's role in resolving the Gambia political crisis (2016-2017).

Module 4: Emerging Security Threats

Transnational Terrorism: Analyzing the threat posed by groups like Boko Haram and Al-Shabaab.

Organized Crime and Illicit Trafficking: The impact on state fragility and regional stability.

Maritime Security: Piracy in the Gulf of Guinea and its implications.

Human Security: Addressing non-traditional threats like climate change, food insecurity, and health

crises.



Case Study: The coordinated regional response to the Ebola and COVID-19 pandemics.

Module 5: Peacekeeping and Peace Support Operations

Legal Frameworks: The legal basis for AU and ECOWAS interventions.

Challenges of Peacekeeping: Funding, logistics, capacity gaps, and troop contributing countries.

Civilian-Military Coordination: Ensuring effective interaction between armed forces and humanitarian

actors.

Post-Conflict Reconstruction: The role of regional bodies in peacebuilding and state-building.

Case Study: The complex peace and security situation in Mali and the challenges of external

intervention.

Module 6: External Actors and Great Power Competition

The Role of the UN Security Council: The relationship between the AU and the UNSC in conflict

resolution.

Chinese, Russian, and Western Influence: Analyzing the security partnerships and rivalries in Africa.

Mercenaries and Private Military Companies: The rise of foreign military contractors and their impact.

Security Sector Reform (SSR): The role of external partners in building African security forces.

Case Study: The ongoing competition for influence in the Central African Republic.

Module 7: Governance and Political Instability

Electoral Integrity: The role of AU and ECOWAS in election observation and mediation.

Constitutional Changes: Examining the challenges of term limits and political transitions.

Youth Bulge and Unemployment: How demographic trends contribute to social unrest and security risks.

Governance Gaps: The link between corruption, weak institutions, and insecurity.

Case Study: The recent wave of military coups in West Africa and the AU/ECOWAS response.

Module 8: The Future of African Security Cooperation

"Silencing the Guns by 2030": An analysis of the AU's flagship initiative and its progress.

Subsidiarity and Burden-Sharing: The division of labor between the AU and Regional Economic

Communities (RECs).

Reforming the Security Architecture: Proposing solutions to institutional and operational challenges.

Technology and Security: The use of drones, satellite imagery, and AI in conflict analysis.

Case Study: The prospects for a renewed partnership between the AU and the Alliance of Sahel States

(AES).

Training Methodology

This course employs a dynamic and interactive training methodology to facilitate a deep understanding of the

subject matter.

Expert-Led Lectures: Delivered by seasoned practitioners and academics in the field of African

security.

Interactive Workshops: Small group sessions focusing on case studies, scenario planning, and

problem-solving.

Simulations: Participants will engage in role-playing exercises to simulate crisis management and

diplomatic negotiations.

Guest Speakers: High-level officials from the AU, ECOWAS, and other relevant organizations.

Case Study Analysis: Detailed examination of real-world conflicts to apply theoretical concepts.



Register as a group from 3 participants for a Discount

Send us an email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com or call +254769199797 

 

Certification

Upon successful completion of this training, participants will be issued with a globally- recognized certificate.

Tailor-Made Course

 We also offer tailor-made courses based on your needs.

Key Notes

a. The participant must be conversant with English.

b. Upon completion of training the participant will be issued with an Authorized Training Certificate

c. Course duration is flexible and the contents can be modified to fit any number of days.

d. The course fee includes facilitation training materials, 2 coffee breaks, buffet lunch and A Certificate upon

successful completion of Training.

e. One-year post-training support Consultation and Coaching provided after the course.

f. Payment should be done at least a week before commence of the training, to FINESKILL TRAINING

CENTER account, as indicated in the invoice so as to enable us prepare better for you.

Upcoming Scheduled Sessions

Start Date End Date Location Price

10 Aug 2026 14 Aug 2026 Online $1,100

17 Aug 2026 21 Aug 2026 Online $1,100

24 Aug 2026 28 Aug 2026 Online $1,100

31 Aug 2026 04 Sep 2026 Online $1,100

07 Sep 2026 11 Sep 2026 Online $1,100

14 Sep 2026 18 Sep 2026 Online $1,100

21 Sep 2026 25 Sep 2026 Online $1,100

28 Sep 2026 02 Oct 2026 Online $1,100

mailto:info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com


Ready to enroll or request a customized program? Book online or contact us:

Register Online Now

Email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com | Website: www.fineskilltrainingcenter.com

https://www.fineskilltrainingcenter.com/courses/regional-security-complexes-training-course

