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Course Introduction

Python for Political Data Science Training Course offers a comprehensive and practical introduction to
using Python for political data analysis. As the volume and variety of digital data from social media,
polling, and governmental sources continue to grow, the ability to apply computational methods to
political and social questions is no longer a niche skill but a fundamental requirement for modern political
professionals. This program bridges the gap between traditional political science and cutting-edge data
science, providing participants with the skills to collect, analyze, and visualize political data to uncover
actionable insights.

Participants will learn to harness Python's powerful libraries, from data manipulation with Pandas to
advanced machine learning with scikit-learn. The curriculum is designed with a hands-on, project-based
approach, ensuring students not only grasp theoretical concepts but also develop the practical skills
needed to conduct independent research and deliver impactful, data-driven reports. The course will
address pressing topics such as campaign analytics, public opinion analysis, and the detection of
misinformation, empowering learners to navigate the complex digital landscape and contribute to a
deeper, more evidence-based understanding of political processes.

Programme Curriculum

Python for Political Data Science Training Course
Introduction

Python for Political Data Science Training Course offers a comprehensive andpractical introduction to using
Python for political data analysis. As the volume and variety of digital data from social media, polling, and
governmental sources continue to grow, the ability to apply computational methods to political and social
questions is no longer a niche skill but a fundamental requirement for modern political professionals. This



program bridges the gap between traditional political science and cutting-edge data science, providing
participants with the skills to collect, analyze, and visualize political data to uncover actionable insights.

Participants will learn to harness Python's powerful libraries, from data manipulation with Pandas to advanced
machine learning with scikit-learn. The curriculum is designed with ahands-on, project-based approach,
ensuring students not only grasp theoretical concepts but also develop the practical skills needed to conduct
independent research and deliver impactful, data-driven reports. The course will address pressing topics such
as campaign analytics, public opinion analysis, and the detection of misinformation, empowering learners to
navigate the complex digital landscape and contribute to a deeper, more evidence-based understanding of
political processes.

Course Duration
5 days
Course Objectives

e Gain proficiency in Python programming for political data science.

e Learn to collect, clean, and prepare messy political datasets for analysis.

e Develop skills to explore and understand political data through descriptive statistics and visualizations.

e Apply Natural Language Processing (NLP) to analyze political speeches, social media, and news
articles.

¢ Build and evaluate machine learning models to predict election outcomes, voter behavior, or policy
trends.

e Understand and visualize social and political networks.

e Map and analyze political data geographically.

e Learn to use data for voter targeting, fundraising, and campaign strategy.

e Discuss and apply best practices for data ethics, privacy, and algorithmic bias in a political context.

e Automate data pipelines and generate reproducible reports.

e Extract structured data from political websites and online sources.

o Effectively communicate complex data insights through compelling visualizations and narratives.

e Use data science techniques to evaluate the impact of policies and government initiatives.

Organizational Benefits

e Enabling data-driven strategies for campaigning, policy formulation, and public outreach.

Equipping teams with modern analytical skills to gain a competitive edge.

Using predictive analytics to efficiently target resources and maximize impact.

Facilitating more rigorous, evidence-based research and high-quality, automated reporting.

Identifying and addressing potential issues like misinformation, voter sentiment shifts, and ethical
challenges in data usage.

Target Audience

Political Analysts & Strategists

Campaign Managers & Staff

Public Policy Researchers & Think Tank Analysts
Journalists & Data Journalists

Government & Public Sector Employees

Political Science Students & Academics
Non-profit & Advocacy Professionals
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8. Digital Marketers in the Political Sphere
Course Outline
Module 1: Python Fundamentals for Data Science

¢ Introduction to Python: syntax, data types, and control flow.

Using Jupyter Notebooks and setting up the environment.

Essential libraries: NumPy for numerical operations.

Working with data structures: lists, dictionaries, tuples, and sets.

Case Study: Using Python to manage and organize voter registration lists.

Module 2: Data Wrangling with Pandas

e Introduction to Pandas: DataFrames and Series.

Importing and exporting data from various formats (CSV, Excel, JSON).

Data cleaning: handling missing values, duplicates, and data types.

Data manipulation: merging, joining, and reshaping data.

Case Study: Cleaning and combining multiple datasets on campaign contributions and demographic
information.

Module 3: Exploratory Data Analysis & Visualization

e Descriptive statistics to summarize political data.

Data visualization with Matplotlib and Seaborn.

Creating informative plots: histograms, box plots, scatter plots, and bar charts.

Geospatial visualization with GeoPandas.

Case Study: Analyzing and visualizing voting patterns across different districts and demographics.

Module 4: Natural Language Processing (NLP)

Introduction to NLP for political text analysis.

Tokenization, stemming, and stop-word removal.

Sentiment analysis of political discourse using NLTK and TextBlob.

Topic modeling to uncover key themes in speeches or news articles.

Case Study: Building a sentiment analyzer to track public opinion on a specific policy proposal on social
media.

Module 5: Machine Learning for Political Prediction

¢ Introduction to machine learning: supervised vs. unsupervised learning.

Regression models for predicting election outcomes.

Classification models for voter behavior analysis.

Model evaluation and validation techniques.

Case Study: Developing a model to predict voter turnout in a specific precinct based on historical data.

Module 6: Network Analysis

¢ Introduction to network theory and social network analysis.

e Visualizing political networks with NetworkX.

e Analyzing network properties: centrality, cligues, and community detection.
¢ Identifying key influencers and political relationships.



e Case Study: Mapping and analyzing the co-sponsorship network of bills in a legislative body.
Module 7: Advanced Data Collection

¢ Introduction to Web Scraping with Beautiful Soup.

e Automated data extraction from political websites.

e Working with Application Programming Interfaces (APIs) to collect data from sources like Twitter (X) or
government databases.

e Automating data collection pipelines.

e Case Study: Scraping legislative voting records from a government website to analyze party loyalty.

Module 8: Ethical Considerations & Final Project

Addressing bias in data and algorithms.

Data privacy and legal frameworks (e.g., GDPR).

e The societal impact of data science in politics.

Final Project: Participants will apply all learned skills to a comprehensive political data problem of their
choice.

Case Study: A group project to identify and analyze misinformation trends in an online political

campaign.
Training Methodology
This course employs a participatory and hands-on approach to ensure practical learning, including:

¢ Interactive lectures and presentations.

e Group discussions and brainstorming sessions.

e Hands-on exercises using real-world datasets.

e Role-playing and scenario-based simulations.

e Analysis of case studies to bridge theory and practice.
e Peer-to-peer learning and networking.

e Expert-led Q&A sessions.

e Continuous feedback and personalized guidance.

Register as a group from 3 participants for a Discount

Send us an email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com or call +254769199797

Certification

Upon successful completion of this training, participants will be issued with a globally- recognized certificate.
Tailor-Made Course

We also offer tailor-made courses based on your needs.

Key Notes

a. The participant must be conversant with English.


mailto:info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com

b. Upon completion of training the participant will be issued with an Authorized Training Certificate
c. Course duration is flexible and the contents can be modified to fit any number of days.

d. The course fee includes facilitation training materials, 2 coffee breaks, buffet lunch and A Certificate upon
successful completion of Training.

e. One-year post-training support Consultation and Coaching provided after the course.

f. Payment should be done at least a week before commence of the training, to FINESKILL TRAINING
CENTER account, as indicated in the invoice so as to enable us prepare better for you.

Upcoming Scheduled Sessions

Start Date End Date Location Price

10 Aug 2026 14 Aug 2026 Online $1,100
17 Aug 2026 21 Aug 2026 Online $1,100
24 Aug 2026 28 Aug 2026 Online $1,100
31 Aug 2026 04 Sep 2026 Online $1,100
07 Sep 2026 11 Sep 2026 Online $1,100
14 Sep 2026 18 Sep 2026 Online $1,100
21 Sep 2026 25 Sep 2026 Online $1,100
28 Sep 2026 02 Oct 2026 Online $1,100

Ready to enroll or request a customized program? Book online or contact us:

Register Online Now

Email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com | Website: www.fineskilltrainingcenter.com
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