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Course Introduction

Linguistic Fieldwork Methods Training Course is designed to equip researchers, linguists, and language
enthusiasts with cutting-edge skills for conducting systematic fieldwork. This program emphasizes practical
techniques for data collection, ethnographic research, language documentation, and analysis of under-
described languages. Participants will gain hands-on experience in applying elicitation strategies,
participant observation, and digital linguistic tools to gather high-quality linguistic data. The training
combines theoretical knowledge with real-world case studies to ensure learners can confidently design and
execute fieldwork projects across diverse linguistic communities.

Through this course, participants will develop expertise in phonetic transcription, morphosyntactic analysis,
and language preservation strategies, empowering them to contribute to academic research, language
revitalization, and policy development. The curriculum incorporates interactive workshops, data annotation
exercises, and collaborative research projects to enhance skill retention and practical application. By the
end of the training, learners will be able to independently plan, conduct, and analyze fieldwork, while
adhering to ethical guidelines and embracing innovative linguistic research methodologies.

Programme Curriculum

Linguistic Fieldwork Methods Training Course
Introduction

Linguistic Fieldwork Methods Training Course is designed to equip researchers, linguists, and language
enthusiasts with cutting-edge skills for conducting systematic fieldwork. This program emphasizes practical
techniques for data collection, ethnographic research, language documentation, and analysis of under-
described languages. Participants will gain hands-on experience in applying elicitation strategies, participant
observation, and digital linguistic tools to gather high-quality linguistic data. The training combines theoretical



knowledge with real-world case studies to ensure learners can confidently design and execute fieldwork
projects across diverse linguistic communities.

Through this course, participants will develop expertise in phonetic transcription, morphosyntactic analysis, and
language preservation strategies, empowering them to contribute to academic research, language revitalization,
and policy development. The curriculum incorporates interactive workshops, data annotation exercises, and
collaborative research projects to enhance skill retention and practical application. By the end of the training,
learners will be able to independently plan, conduct, and analyze fieldwork, while adhering to ethical guidelines
and embracing innovative linguistic research methodologies.

Course Duration
5 days
Course Objectives

Master fieldwork data collection techniques for diverse linguistic contexts.

Develop skills in elicitation and structured interviews with native speakers.

Apply participant observation methods for comprehensive linguistic documentation.
Utilize digital tools and software for linguistic data management.

Conduct phonetic and phonological analysis of recorded language data.

Implement morphosyntactic and semantic analysis in field research.

Apply language documentation strategies for endangered languages.

Integrate ethical considerations in fieldwork with community engagement.

Design and execute research proposals for linguistic field projects.

Develop transcription, annotation, and corpus creation skills.

. Analyze multimodal and sociolinguistic data for research insights.

. Collaborate effectively in team-based fieldwork projects.

. Present findings using academic reporting, data visualization, and publication strategies.
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Target Audience

Linguistics graduate students

Field linguists and researchers

Language documentation specialists

Anthropologists and sociolinguists

Ethnomusicologists and cultural researchers

Speech-language pathologists interested in linguistic diversity
Nonprofit and NGO professionals working in language preservation
Educators and curriculum developers in minority languages
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Course Modules
Module 1: Introduction to Linguistic Fieldwork

e Overview of linguistic fieldwork methodologies
Understanding language typology and diversity

Ethical principles in field research

Identifying research questions and objectives

Case Study: Fieldwork planning for an endangered language

Module 2: Data Collection Techniques



Elicitation methods and structured interviews

Participant observation strategies

Recording and audio/video data collection

Best practices for community engagement

e Case Study: Collecting narrative texts in indigenous languages

Module 3: Phonetic and Phonological Analysis

¢ |PA transcription techniques

Acoustic analysis using Praat

Identifying phonemic inventories

Tone, stress, and intonation analysis

Case Study: Phonological analysis of a minority language

Module 4: Morphosyntactic and Semantic Analysis

e Analyzing word formation and sentence structure
Understanding morphological typology

e Semantic field analysis and meaning mapping

Creating interlinear glossed text

Case Study: Morphosyntactic study of a polysynthetic language

Module 5: Sociolinguistic and Multimodal Data

Recording speech in social contexts

Analyzing code-switching and language variation

Integrating gestural and visual data

Developing multimodal corpora

e Case Study: Sociolinguistic documentation in bilingual communities

Module 6: Digital Tools for Linguistic Research

e Using ELAN, FLEX, and Toolbox

Data management and metadata standards

Digital archiving for long-term preservation

Collaborative tools for team fieldwork projects

Case Study: Creating a digital corpus for language revitalization

Module 7: Language Documentation and Preservation

e Strategies for documenting endangered languages

Creating teaching materials and dictionaries

Community-centered language preservation projects
Ethical issues in sharing linguistic data
Case Study: Community-based documentation of a critically endangered language

Module 8: Research Communication and Reporting

Preparing fieldwork reports and academic papers
Data visualization and presentation techniques
Writing grant proposals for field research
Publishing findings in linguistic journals



e Case Study: Presenting multilingual documentation research at a conference

Training Methodology
This course employs a participatory and hands-on approach to ensure practical learning, including:

e Interactive lectures and presentations.

Group discussions and brainstorming sessions.
Hands-on exercises using real-world datasets.
Role-playing and scenario-based simulations.
Analysis of case studies to bridge theory and practice.
Peer-to-peer learning and networking.

Expert-led Q&A sessions.

Continuous feedback and personalized guidance.

Register as a group from 3 participants for a Discount

Send us an email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com or call +254769199797

Certification

Upon successful completion of this training, participants will be issued with a globally- recognized certificate.
Tailor-Made Course

We also offer tailor-made courses based on your needs.

Key Notes

a. The participant must be conversant with English.

b. Upon completion of training the participant will be issued with an Authorized Training Certificate

c. Course duration is flexible and the contents can be modified to fit any number of days.

d. The course fee includes facilitation training materials, 2 coffee breaks, buffet lunch and A Certificate upon
successful completion of Training.

e. One-year post-training support Consultation and Coaching provided after the course.

f. Payment should be done at least a week before commence of the training, to FINESKILL TRAINING
CENTER account, as indicated in the invoice so as to enable us prepare better for you.

Upcoming Scheduled Sessions

Start Date End Date Location Price
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10 Aug 2026

17 Aug 2026

24 Aug 2026

31 Aug 2026

07 Sep 2026

14 Sep 2026

21 Sep 2026

28 Sep 2026

14 Aug 2026

21 Aug 2026

28 Aug 2026

04 Sep 2026
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18 Sep 2026

25 Sep 2026

02 Oct 2026

Online
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Online

Online
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Ready to enroll or request a customized program? Book online or contact us:

Register Online Now

$1,100

$1,100

$1,100

$1,100

$1,100

$1,100

$1,100

$1,100

Email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com | Website: www.fineskilltrainingcenter.com


https://www.fineskilltrainingcenter.com/courses/linguistic-fieldwork-methods-training-course

