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Course Introduction

International Law and Contemporary Conflicts Training Course provides a deep dive into the intersection

of international law and modern conflict dynamics. In an increasingly volatile global landscape,

understanding the legal frameworks that govern armed conflicts is not just a theoretical exercise but a

practical necessity for professionals in government, military, humanitarian aid, and diplomacy. The program

is designed to equip participants with the critical knowledge and analytical skills needed to navigate

complex legal and ethical challenges, from the use of force by states to the protection of civilians in non-

international armed conflicts. We'll explore the evolution of legal principles and their application in real-world

scenarios, fostering a nuanced appreciation for the role of law in mitigating human suffering and promoting

accountability.

Our curriculum goes beyond foundational concepts, focusing on current trends and emerging issues like

cyber warfare, the use of drones, and the legal status of non-state armed groups. Through a blend of

expert-led instruction, interactive simulations, and case-study analysis, participants will develop a robust

understanding of key legal instruments such as the Geneva Conventions and the Rome Statute. . This

course is essential for anyone seeking to master the complexities of international humanitarian law (IHL)

and international criminal law (ICL) and apply them effectively to the multifaceted challenges of

contemporary global security.

Programme Curriculum
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Course Duration

5 days

Course Objectives

1. Analyze the legal framework governing the use of force in international relations.

2. Differentiate between international and non-international armed conflicts and their legal implications.

3. Apply the core principles of International Humanitarian Law (IHL) to contemporary conflicts.

4. Evaluate the role of the International Criminal Court (ICC) and other tribunals in ensuring

accountability.

5. Examine the legal challenges posed by cyber warfare and emerging technologies.

6. Assess the legal status and obligations of non-state armed groups.

7. Explore the interplay between IHL and International Human Rights Law (IHRL).

8. Understand the legal protections for civilians and cultural heritage in conflict zones.

9. Analyze the legal and ethical dilemmas in humanitarian aid delivery.

10. Discuss the legal framework for peacekeeping operations and security sector reform.

11. Interpret and apply the principles of proportionality and military necessity.

12. Investigate the legal implications of hybrid warfare and asymmetric conflicts.

13. Formulate legal arguments based on customary international law and treaty law.

Organizational Benefits

Ensures staff and leadership are up-to-date on international legal obligations, reducing the risk of legal

challenges and reputational damage.

Equips personnel with the knowledge to make informed, legally sound decisions in high-stakes

situations.

Provides a framework for identifying and mitigating legal and operational risks associated with conflict

environments.

Demonstrates a commitment to the rule of law and ethical conduct, bolstering an organization's standing

with international partners and the public.

Fosters a culture of expertise and continuous learning in a critical and evolving field.

Target Audience



1. Government officials and diplomats

2. Military officers and legal advisors

3. Humanitarian aid workers and NGO staff

4. Journalists and conflict reporters

5. International organization personnel

6. Legal professionals and academics

7. Police and law enforcement agents

8. Policy analysts and researchers

Course Outline

Module 1: Foundational Principles of International Law

Sources of international law: treaties, customary law, and general principles.

The Law on the Use of Force (Jus Ad Bellum): Prohibitions and exceptions, including self-defense

and UN Security Council authorization.

The Law of Armed Conflict (Jus in Bello): An introduction to International Humanitarian Law (IHL).

Principles of distinction, proportionality, and military necessity.

Case Study: The 2003 Iraq War and the legal justification for intervention.

Module 2: Non-International Armed Conflicts

Classification of conflicts: When does a situation become a non-international armed conflict?

Legal status and obligations of non-state armed groups.

Protections for civilians and the wounded in non-international conflicts.

The role of humanitarian aid and the principle of consent.

Case Study: The Syrian Civil War and the legal challenges of a multi-sided conflict.

Module 3: International Criminal Law and Accountability

Core international crimes: Genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes, and the crime of

aggression.

Jurisdiction and role of the International Criminal Court (ICC) and ad hoc tribunals.

The principle of command responsibility and individual criminal liability.

Legal defenses and fair trial rights in international criminal proceedings.

Case Study: The prosecution of war crimes in the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda.

Module 4: New Technologies of Warfare

Legal implications of drones and autonomous weapon systems.

The application of IHL to cyber warfare and cyber attacks.

The targeting of dual-use objects and civilian infrastructure in cyberspace.

Legal and ethical issues surrounding the use of artificial intelligence in warfare.

Case Study: The Stuxnet attack and its classification under international law.

Module 5: Protection of Civilians and Vulnerable Persons

The legal status of civilians, prisoners of war, and foreign fighters.

Protection of cultural heritage and environmental law in conflict.

The law on internal displacement and refugee law.

Accountability for sexual and gender-based violence in conflict.

Case Study: The protection of cultural sites in Mali and the trial of Ahmad Al Faqi Al Mahdi.



Module 6: Humanitarian Action and Law

The legal framework for humanitarian assistance.

Navigating counter-terrorism legislation and its impact on aid delivery.

Rights and duties of humanitarian actors in conflict zones.

The legal basis for humanitarian access and protection of aid workers.

Case Study: Challenges faced by humanitarian organizations in the Somalia famine due to counter-

terrorism laws.

Module 7: Peacekeeping and Post-Conflict Scenarios

The legal basis for UN peacekeeping operations and mandates.

Challenges of peace enforcement and the protection of civilians by peacekeepers.

Post-conflict justice and transitional justice mechanisms.

Legal aspects of disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration (DDR).

Case Study: UN peacekeeping in the Democratic Republic of Congo and issues of accountability.

Module 8: The Future of International Law in Conflict

Evolving concepts of hybrid warfare and asymmetric conflict.

The legal challenges of prosecuting non-state actors for war crimes.

The role of new actors: Private military and security companies.

Reforming and strengthening international legal institutions.

Case Study: The legal complexities of the Russia-Ukraine conflict, including the use of private military

contractors.

Training Methodology

This course employs a participatory and hands-on approach to ensure practical learning, including:

Interactive lectures and presentations.

Group discussions and brainstorming sessions.

Hands-on exercises using real-world datasets.

Role-playing and scenario-based simulations.

Analysis of case studies to bridge theory and practice.

Peer-to-peer learning and networking.

Expert-led Q&A sessions.

Continuous feedback and personalized guidance.

 

Register as a group from 3 participants for a Discount

Send us an email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com or call +254769199797 

 

Certification

Upon successful completion of this training, participants will be issued with a globally- recognized certificate.

Tailor-Made Course

mailto:info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com


 We also offer tailor-made courses based on your needs.

Key Notes

a. The participant must be conversant with English.

b. Upon completion of training the participant will be issued with an Authorized Training Certificate

c. Course duration is flexible and the contents can be modified to fit any number of days.

d. The course fee includes facilitation training materials, 2 coffee breaks, buffet lunch and A Certificate upon

successful completion of Training.

e. One-year post-training support Consultation and Coaching provided after the course.

f. Payment should be done at least a week before commence of the training, to FINESKILL TRAINING

CENTER account, as indicated in the invoice so as to enable us prepare better for you.

Upcoming Scheduled Sessions

Start Date End Date Location Price

10 Aug 2026 14 Aug 2026 Online $1,100

17 Aug 2026 21 Aug 2026 Online $1,100

24 Aug 2026 28 Aug 2026 Online $1,100

31 Aug 2026 04 Sep 2026 Online $1,100

07 Sep 2026 11 Sep 2026 Online $1,100

14 Sep 2026 18 Sep 2026 Online $1,100

21 Sep 2026 25 Sep 2026 Online $1,100

28 Sep 2026 02 Oct 2026 Online $1,100

Ready to enroll or request a customized program? Book online or contact us:

Register Online Now

Email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com | Website: www.fineskilltrainingcenter.com

https://www.fineskilltrainingcenter.com/courses/international-law-and-contemporary-conflicts-training-course

