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Course Introduction

Grant writing is a vital, in-demand skill for political scientists and social science researchers. This course
provides a comprehensive roadmap to success in the highly competitive world of academic funding.
We'll move beyond basic proposal writing to a strategic framework for identifying grant opportunities,
building funder relationships, and crafting impactful narratives that resonate with reviewers. Participants
will gain the practical skills and ethical knowledge to secure external funding for their cutting-edge
research, propelling their careers and expanding the reach of their scholarly work.

Grant Writing for Political Science Research Training Course addresses a critical gap in traditional
academic curricula, transforming researchers into proficient grant strategists. Our hands-on approach,
combined with expert guidance, empowers participants to confidently navigate the complex grant
landscape. We focus on evidence-based practices and data-driven proposal development to maximize
funding success, ensuring that your research not only contributes to the public good but also attracts the
resources necessary to thrive.

Programme Curriculum

Grant Writing for Political Science Research Training Course
Introduction

Grant writing is a vital, in-demand skill for political scientists and social science researchers. This course
provides a comprehensive roadmap to success in the highly competitive world of academic funding. We'll
move beyond basic proposal writing to a strategic framework for identifying grant opportunities, building
funder relationships, and crafting impactful narratives that resonate with reviewers. Participants will gain the
practical skills and ethical knowledge to secure external funding for their cutting-edge research, propelling



their careers and expanding the reach of their scholarly work.

Grant Writing for Political Science Research Training Course addresses a critical gap in traditional academic
curricula, transforming researchers into proficient grant strategists. Our hands-on approach, combined with

expert guidance, empowers participants to confidently navigate the complexgrant landscape. We focus on
evidence-based practices and data-driven proposal development to maximize funding success, ensuring
that your research not only contributes to the public good but also attracts the resources necessary to thrive.

Course Duration

5 days

Course Objectives

Upon completion of this course, you will be able to:

¢ Master the grant lifecycle from opportunity identification to post-award management.

e Conduct comprehensive research to find and evaluate grant opportunities and fellowships.

e Craft compelling narratives that effectively communicate the significance and societal impact of your
research.

e Develop a strategic funding plan that aligns with your long-term research goals.

e Construct a professional and persuasive budget that meets funder requirements.

e Write a winning proposal with all essential components, including the problem statement,
methodology, and evaluation plan.

e Navigate the ethical considerations and compliance requirements of sponsored research.

e Build sustainable relationships with program officers and funding agencies.

e Leverage new technologies for efficient grant research and writing.

e Analyze successful grant applications and peer-review feedback to improve your own proposals.

o Articulate a clear project timeline and measurable outcomes.

o Effectively manage grants post-award, including reporting and compliance.

e Transform your research ideas into fundable projects with high ROI (Return on Investment).

Organizational Benefits

Direct correlation between enhanced grant writing skills and a higher volume of successful grant awards.
Secure more external funding, raising the institution'sresearch capacity and prestige.

Offer valuable professional development that supports and retains top-tier faculty and researchers.
Provide the resources for scholars to focus on impactful research instead of struggling with grant
applications.

e Ensure all sponsored projects adhere to ethical standards and funder regulations, mitigating risk.

Target Audience

o Political Science Ph.D. students and postdoctoral researchers seeking to secure dissertation or
fellowship funding.

Early-career faculty and non-tenure track scholars looking to establish a sustainable research portfolio.
Mid-career academics aiming to pursue larger, more complex research projects.

Research associates and project managers in think tanks and policy organizations.

Grant administrators and research development professionals who support political science and social
science departments.

Scholars from related disciplines such as sociology, economics, and public policy.



e Individuals transitioning from the public or private sector into academic research.
¢ University-affiliated researchers seeking to expand their knowledge of the grant landscape.

Course Outline

Module 1: Foundations of Grant Strategy

Grant landscape

Strategic alignment: Matching your research with funder priorities and mission.

Developing a strong research concept: Turning a great idea into a fundable project.

Keywords and buzzwords: Identifying the language that resonates with reviewers.

Case Study: Analyzing a successful NSF political science grant to deconstruct its strategic elements.

Module 2: Pre-Proposal & Relationship Building

Finding opportunities: Using databases like Grants.gov and professional networks.
Contacting program officers: The art of professional and concise inquiry.

Crafting a Letter of Inquiry (LOI)

Internal grant systems: Navigating your university's research administration office.

Case Study: Role-playing a successful pre-proposal call with a program officer from a major foundation.
Module 3: Proposal Writing: The Core Narrative

e The problem statement: Articulating the need for your research.

Literature review: Positioning your work within the existing body of knowledge.

Methodology: Clearly defining your research design

Expected outcomes & broader impact

Case Study: Writing and receiving peer feedback on the core narrative of agrant proposal for a
comparative politics project.

Module 4: Budget & Project Management

Budget essentials: Creating a detailed and justified budget.

Indirect costs (F&A): Understanding overhead and institutional policies.

Timeline and work plan

Data management plans

Case Study: Building a project budget for an international relations research project, including travel
and personnel costs.

Module 5: Ethical and Compliance Considerations

¢ IRB (Institutional Review Board)

Conflict of interest: Identifying and mitigating ethical conflicts.

Data security & confidentiality: Protecting sensitive research data.

Funder-specific rules

Case Study: Addressing ethical dilemmas in a political behavior study that involves sensitive survey
data.

Module 6: Revisions & Peer Review

e The peer-review process: Understanding how your proposal will be evaluated.
¢ Interpreting feedback: Deconstructing reviewer comments and scores.



e Strategic revisions

e Seeking external readers: Getting valuable feedback from colleagues.

e Case Study: Revising a grant proposal based on simulated peer reviewer critiques for a political
theory research project.

Module 7: Grant Submission & Post-Award Management

e The submission portal: Technical requirements of online grant portals.

Submitting with confidence: Final checks before hitting "submit."

Post-award responsibilities

Building long-term funder relationships

Case Study: Developing a quarterly progress report for a public policy research grant.

Module 8: Advanced Topics & Specialization

o Fellowships vs. research grants: Key differences and how to apply for each.

Public engagement: Incorporating outreach and community-driven components.

Writing for different funders

International collaborations: Securing funding for cross-national research.

Case Study: Creating a public engagement plan for aresearch project on human rights and
international law.

Training Methodology

This course employs a participatory and hands-on approach to ensure practical learning, including:

e Interactive lectures and presentations.

e Group discussions and brainstorming sessions.

e Hands-on exercises using real-world datasets.

¢ Role-playing and scenario-based simulations.

e Analysis of case studies to bridge theory and practice.
e Peer-to-peer learning and networking.

o Expert-led Q&A sessions.

e Continuous feedback and personalized guidance.

Register as a group from 3 participants for a Discount

Send us an email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com or call +254769199797

Certification

Upon successful completion of this training, participants will be issued with a globally- recognized certificate.
Tailor-Made Course

We also offer tailor-made courses based on your needs.

Key Notes


mailto:info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com

a. The participant must be conversant with English.

b. Upon completion of training the participant will be issued with an Authorized Training Certificate

c. Course duration is flexible and the contents can be modified to fit any number of days.

d. The course fee includes facilitation training materials, 2 coffee breaks, buffet lunch and A Certificate upon

successful completion of Training.

e. One-year post-training support Consultation and Coaching provided after the course.

f. Payment should be done at least a week before commence of the training, to FINESKILL TRAINING

CENTER account, as indicated in the invoice so as to enable us prepare better for you.

Upcoming Scheduled Sessions

Start Date

10 Aug 2026

17 Aug 2026

24 Aug 2026

31 Aug 2026

07 Sep 2026

14 Sep 2026

21 Sep 2026

28 Sep 2026

End Date Location
14 Aug 2026 Online
21 Aug 2026 Online
28 Aug 2026 Online
04 Sep 2026 Online
11 Sep 2026 Online
18 Sep 2026 Online
25 Sep 2026 Online
02 Oct 2026 Online

Ready to enroll or request a customized program? Book online or contact us:

Register Online Now

Price

$1,100

$1,100

$1,100

$1,100

$1,100

$1,100

$1,100

$1,100

Email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com | Website: www.fineskilltrainingcenter.com


https://www.fineskilltrainingcenter.com/courses/grant-writing-for-political-science-research-training-course

