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Course Introduction

As artificial intelligence (AI) rapidly evolves, its influence on democratic societies has become a central and

urgent topic. This training course delves into the complex intersection of AI ethics, digital governance,

and political communication. We explore how AI systems, from algorithmic bias in social media feeds to

the use of generative AI in political campaigns, are reshaping the information landscape and civic

engagement. This course provides participants with a critical understanding of the risks and opportunities

presented by these technologies, equipping them with the knowledge to navigate the challenges and

advocate for a more human-centric, trustworthy, and responsible AI future.

AI's Impact on Democracy Training Course is designed to empower participants with practical skills and

strategic insights. Through a blend of theoretical frameworks and real-world case studies, we will examine

the multifaceted impacts of AI on electoral integrity, public discourse, and human rights. You will learn to

identify disinformation campaigns, understand the role of AI in policy-making, and critically assess the

governance frameworks being developed to regulate these powerful technologies. Join us to become a

leader in safeguarding and strengthening democratic processes in the age of AI.

Programme Curriculum

AI's Impact on Democracy Training Course

Introduction

As artificial intelligence (AI) rapidly evolves, its influence on democratic societies has become a central and

urgent topic. This training course delves into the complex intersection of AI ethics, digital governance, and

political communication. We explore how AI systems, from algorithmic bias in social media feeds to the use

of generative AI in political campaigns, are reshaping the information landscape and civic engagement. This

course provides participants with a critical understanding of the risks and opportunities presented by these



technologies, equipping them with the knowledge to navigate the challenges and advocate for a more human-

centric, trustworthy, and responsible AI future.

AI's Impact on Democracy Training Course is designed to empower participants with practical skills and

strategic insights. Through a blend of theoretical frameworks and real-world case studies, we will examine the

multifaceted impacts of AI on electoral integrity, public discourse, and human rights. You will learn to identify

disinformation campaigns, understand the role of AI in policy-making, and critically assess the governance

frameworks being developed to regulate these powerful technologies. Join us to become a leader in

safeguarding and strengthening democratic processes in the age of AI.

Course Duration

10 days

Course Objectives

1. Analyze the political and social implications of AI and its influence on democratic institutions.

2. Evaluate the role of AI in spreading disinformation and misinformation and develop strategies to

combat it.

3. Identify and address algorithmic bias and its impact on social equity and public discourse.

4. Examine the ethical and legal challenges of using generative AI in political campaigns and public

communication.

5. Assess the efficacy of current AI governance and regulation frameworks, from national policies to

international agreements.

6. Develop critical thinking skills to differentiate between human-generated and AI-generated content.

7. Explore how AI can be leveraged to enhance civic participation and improve government services.

8. Understand the risks of AI-powered surveillance technologies on privacy and fundamental freedoms.

9. Investigate the role of social media platforms and their algorithms in shaping political outcomes and

societal polarization.

10. Formulate policy recommendations for the responsible and democratic development of AI.

11. Recognize the global power dynamics and geopolitical competition driven by AI development and

adoption.

12. Master the principles of digital literacy and media verification in a complex AI-driven information

environment.

13. Anticipate future trends in AI's evolution and their potential impact on the integrity of democratic

processes.

Target Audience

Policy-Makers and Government Officials

Journalists and Media Professionals

Civil Society and NGO Leaders.

Academics and Researchers

Technology Developers and AI Ethicists.

Legal and Regulatory Professionals

Educators and Students.

Political Campaign Staff.

 

Course Modules



1. Foundational Concepts of AI and Democracy

Introduction to AI: Defining key terms like machine learning, neural networks, and generative AI.

Historical Context: A brief overview of technology's past impact on political systems.

Core Tensions: Examining the fundamental trade-offs between AI efficiency and democratic values.

Algorithmic Power: Understanding how opaque algorithms exert influence over information and

behavior.

The AI-Enabled Public Sphere: Analyzing the transformation of public discourse and civic life.

Case Study: The use of predictive policing algorithms in a city and its disproportionate impact on

marginalized communities.

2. AI and the Disinformation Threat

Mechanics of Misinformation: How AI automates the creation and dissemination of fake news,

deepfakes, and malicious content.

AI-Driven Propaganda: Exploring the use of AI in state-sponsored influence operations.

Deepfake Detection: Practical tools and techniques for identifying manipulated audio and video.

Source Verification: Strategies for authenticating information in an age of synthetic media.

Counter-Disinformation Strategies: How governments and civil society are building resilience against

digital manipulation.

Case Study: The use of AI-generated deepfake videos in an election to discredit a political candidate.

3. Algorithmic Bias and Social Equity

Sources of Bias: Identifying how training data and design choices lead to biased AI outcomes.

Reinforcing Stereotypes: The role of algorithms in perpetuating and amplifying social inequalities.

Fairness, Accountability, and Transparency (FAT): Principles for designing and deploying ethical AI

systems.

Bias Audits: Methodologies for assessing and mitigating algorithmic bias in real-world applications.

Ethical AI Development: Best practices for building diverse and inclusive AI teams.

Case Study: An AI-powered facial recognition system used by law enforcement that consistently

misidentifies people of color, leading to false arrests.

4. AI in Elections and Political Campaigns

Voter Targeting and Microtargeting: How AI models are used to identify and persuade specific voter

segments.

Automated Communication: The use of AI chatbots and personalized messages in political outreach.

Electoral Integrity: The risks posed by AI to election security, voter registration, and ballot counting.

AI-Generated Campaign Materials: The ethical and legal challenges of using AI to create speeches,

ads, and policy briefs.

The Future of Campaigning: Speculating on how AI will transform political mobilization and public

debate.

Case Study: A political campaign's use of an AI-driven platform to segment voters and send highly

personalized, emotionally manipulative messages.

5. AI Governance and Regulation

Policy Landscape: A review of global, regional, and national AI governance frameworks (e.g., EU AI

Act, US executive orders).



Regulatory Dilemmas: The challenges of regulating a rapidly evolving technology without stifling

innovation.

Multi-Stakeholder Approaches: The importance of collaboration between governments, tech

companies, and civil society.

Hard vs. Soft Law: Debating the effectiveness of binding regulations versus voluntary ethical guidelines.

International Cooperation: The need for global standards to prevent regulatory fragmentation.

Case Study: The European Union's development and implementation of the AI Act, examining its impact

on tech companies and the global regulatory landscape.

6. AI's Impact on Public Services

AI for Government: How AI can improve efficiency, transparency, and responsiveness in public

administration.

Digital Citizenship: Examining the role of AI in creating more accessible and participatory government

services.

Automated Decision-Making: The risks of using AI in critical public sectors like welfare, justice, and

healthcare.

Transparency and Explainability: The necessity of making AI systems understandable and auditable.

Public Trust: The challenges of maintaining public confidence in a government increasingly reliant on

AI.

Case Study: A national social security system's use of an AI algorithm to detect fraud, which leads to

the wrongful denial of benefits for thousands of citizens.

7. AI and Surveillance

The Panopticon Effect: Exploring the societal implications of pervasive AI-powered surveillance.

Facial Recognition: The ethical and human rights issues surrounding government and corporate use of

this technology.

State Surveillance: How authoritarian regimes leverage AI to monitor citizens and suppress dissent.

Privacy-Preserving AI: Emerging technologies and techniques designed to protect user data.

Balancing Security and Freedom: The ongoing debate between using AI for national security and

protecting civil liberties.

Case Study: A government's widespread deployment of AI-powered surveillance cameras and social

credit systems to monitor and control citizen behavior.

8. Digital Literacy and Resilience

Beyond Media Literacy: Teaching individuals how to navigate an AI-saturated information environment.

Critical Thinking Skills: Developing the ability to question, evaluate, and contextualize information.

Content Provenance: The use of digital watermarks and other tools to verify the origin of digital content.

Empowering Citizens: Providing a framework for civic action and advocacy in the digital age.

Building Community Resilience: How local communities can counter disinformation and promote

healthy digital discourse.

Case Study: A local community's successful grassroots campaign to educate residents on identifying

deepfakes and combating online harassment.

9. AI and the Future of Work

Automation and Displacement: The potential for AI to automate jobs and its implications for economic

inequality.

The Skills Gap: Identifying the new skills and competencies required for a future with AI.



AI as a Co-Worker: The rise of human-AI collaboration and its impact on productivity and job design.

Policy Solutions: Exploring Universal Basic Income (UBI) and other social safety nets in an AI-driven

economy.

Ethical Labor Practices: Ensuring fair compensation, data privacy, and worker autonomy in AI-enabled

workplaces.

Case Study: An organization's implementation of AI to automate customer service, leading to significant

job losses and ethical concerns about worker displacement.

10. Geopolitics of AI

AI Superpower Competition: Examining the strategic race for AI dominance between nations like the

US and China.

Techno-Nationalism: The rise of policies aimed at protecting a country's technological interests.

AI in Warfare: The ethical implications of autonomous weapons systems and AI's role in military

strategy.

Global North vs. Global South: The digital divide and unequal access to AI technology and its benefits.

International Norms: The challenges of establishing global norms and treaties for the use of AI.

Case Study: The US government's use of export controls to limit China's access to advanced

semiconductor technology for AI development.

11. AI and the Judiciary

AI in Law: Exploring the use of AI in legal research, predictive justice, and case management.

Algorithmic Sentencing: The ethical and fairness issues of using AI to assist judges in sentencing

decisions.

Ensuring Due Process: The need for transparency and human oversight when AI is used in legal

processes.

Digital Forensics: The role of AI in analyzing evidence and its implications for criminal investigations.

Regulating AI: How the courts and legal systems are grappling with the challenges of AI governance.

Case Study: A court's use of a risk assessment algorithm to determine bail, leading to a higher rate of

pre-trial detention for a specific demographic.

12. AI and Public Opinion

Sentiment Analysis: How AI analyzes public opinion and sentiment from vast amounts of data.

Filter Bubbles and Echo Chambers: The role of AI algorithms in creating isolated online communities.

Personalization and Political Persuasion: The ethics of tailoring political messages based on an

individual's data.

Building Public Trust: Strategies for fostering public confidence in both AI and democratic institutions.

AI-Assisted Public Deliberation: Exploring the potential for AI to facilitate and improve civic

conversations.

Case Study: A social media platform's algorithm that detects political opinions and feeds users a steady

diet of content that confirms their existing biases.

13. Citizen Engagement and Civic Tech

AI for Good Governance: Exploring how AI can be used to solicit and analyze citizen feedback.

Civic Technology: The development of AI-powered tools to improve citizen-government interaction.

Participatory Democracy: The potential for AI to enhance transparency and citizen involvement in

decision-making.



AI-Powered Petition Systems: The use of AI to analyze and aggregate public support for specific policy

initiatives.

Digital Inclusion: Ensuring that AI-powered civic tools are accessible to all citizens, regardless of digital

literacy or background.

Case Study: A city government's implementation of an AI-powered chatbot that allows residents to

report issues, which then streamlines the process of service delivery.

14. Ethical AI and Human-Centric Design

Value Alignment: Ensuring that AI systems are aligned with human values and societal goals.

Human Oversight: Emphasizing the need for humans to remain in the loop for critical decisions.

Accountability and Liability: Determining who is responsible when an AI system causes harm.

AI Audits and Impact Assessments: Proactive methods for evaluating the ethical implications of AI.

Building Trust: The importance of transparency and explainability in fostering public confidence.

Case Study: A tech company's decision to halt the release of a new AI model after an internal ethical

review identified a high risk of misuse for generating hate speech.

15. The Future of Democracy in the AI Age

Scenario Planning: Imagining future trajectories for democracy in an AI-driven world.

The AI Bill of Rights: Discussing the need for new rights and protections in the digital era.

The Role of Education: The critical importance of preparing future generations for a world transformed

by AI.

Global Cooperation: The imperative for international collaboration to manage the risks of AI.

Personal Action: Empowering individuals to become informed and active participants in shaping the

future of AI.

Case Study: The debate surrounding a proposed international treaty on AI governance, examining the

geopolitical tensions and ethical considerations at play.

Training Methodology

Interactive Lectures: Led by experts, these sessions provide the theoretical foundation and contextual

background for each module.

Case Study Analysis: Participants will work in groups to analyze real-world examples, developing

critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

Hands-on Workshops: Practical sessions focused on using AI tools for tasks like content verification

and data analysis.

Group Discussions: Fostering a collaborative environment where participants can share insights and

perspectives.

Guest Speakers: Featuring leading experts from government, academia, and the technology sector.

Capstone Project: A final project where participants will develop a policy proposal, a strategy to combat

disinformation, or an ethical framework for a specific AI application.

Register as a group from 3 participants for a Discount

Send us an email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com or call +254769199797 

 

Certification

Upon successful completion of this training, participants will be issued with a globally- recognized certificate.

mailto:info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com


Tailor-Made Course

 We also offer tailor-made courses based on your needs.

Key Notes

a. The participant must be conversant with English.

b. Upon completion of training the participant will be issued with an Authorized Training Certificate

c. Course duration is flexible and the contents can be modified to fit any number of days.

d. The course fee includes facilitation training materials, 2 coffee breaks, buffet lunch and A Certificate upon

successful completion of Training.

e. One-year post-training support Consultation and Coaching provided after the course.

f. Payment should be done at least a week before commence of the training, to FINESKILL TRAINING

CENTER account, as indicated in the invoice so as to enable us prepare better for you.

Upcoming Scheduled Sessions

Start Date End Date Location Price

10 Aug 2026 21 Aug 2026 Online $2,200

17 Aug 2026 28 Aug 2026 Online $2,200

24 Aug 2026 04 Sep 2026 Online $2,200

31 Aug 2026 11 Sep 2026 Online $2,200

07 Sep 2026 18 Sep 2026 Online $2,200

14 Sep 2026 25 Sep 2026 Online $2,200

21 Sep 2026 02 Oct 2026 Online $2,200

28 Sep 2026 09 Oct 2026 Online $2,200

Ready to enroll or request a customized program? Book online or contact us:

Register Online Now

Email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com | Website: www.fineskilltrainingcenter.com

https://www.fineskilltrainingcenter.com/courses/ai-s-impact-on-democracy-training-course

