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Course Introduction

Advanced Research Design in Political Science Training Course provides a comprehensive introduction to

advanced research design and methodology for political science and social science professionals. In

today's complex global landscape, the ability to formulate robust research questions, design rigorous

studies, and analyze data effectively is paramount for producing impactful, policy-relevant work.

Participants will learn to navigate the intricacies of causal inference, qualitative research, quantitative

analysis, and mixed-methods approaches to tackle pressing political issues. This training bridges, the gap

between theoretical knowledge and practical application, equipping learners with the cutting-edge skills

needed to conduct ethical and reliable research in academia, government, and non-governmental

organizations.

This intensive program goes beyond foundational concepts to explore the latest innovations in political

science research. We will delve into emerging methodologies such as experimental design and

computational social science, and discuss their application to real-world phenomena like political

polarization, public opinion dynamics, and electoral behavior. By focusing on data-driven inquiry and

critical thinking, the course empowers participants to design studies that are not only methodologically

sound but also contribute meaningfully to scholarly debates and public discourse. This training is a crucial

investment for anyone seeking to elevate their research capabilities and become a leader in the field of

political science.
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Advanced Research Design in Political Science Training Course provides a comprehensive introduction to

advanced research design and methodology for political science and social science professionals. In today's

complex global landscape, the ability to formulate robust research questions, design rigorous studies, and

analyze data effectively is paramount for producing impactful, policy-relevant work. Participants will learn to

navigate the intricacies of causal inference, qualitative research, quantitative analysis, and mixed-

methods approaches to tackle pressing political issues. This training bridges, the gap between theoretical

knowledge and practical application, equipping learners with the cutting-edge skills needed to conduct ethical

and reliable research in academia, government, and non-governmental organizations.

This intensive program goes beyond foundational concepts to explore the latest innovations in political science

research. We will delve into emerging methodologies such as experimental design and computational social

science, and discuss their application to real-world phenomena like political polarization, public opinion

dynamics, and electoral behavior. By focusing on data-driven inquiry and critical thinking, the course

empowers participants to design studies that are not only methodologically sound but also contribute

meaningfully to scholarly debates and public discourse. This training is a crucial investment for anyone seeking

to elevate their research capabilities and become a leader in the field of political science.

Course Duration

5 days

Course Objectives

Upon completion of this course, participants will be able to:

Formulate research questions that are both significant and empirically testable.

Master causal inference and its application in non-experimental and experimental designs.

Evaluate the strengths and limitations of various qualitative research methods, including case studies

and ethnography.

Develop skills in quantitative data analysis and statistical modeling for political science.

Design and implement effective mixed-methods research to gain a holistic understanding of complex

political phenomena.

Navigate the ethical considerations and challenges in human subjects research and data collection.

Utilize computational methods and big data analysis in political science research.

Construct a dissertation prospectus or research proposal that is methodologically rigorous.

Critique existing research designs and propose valid alternative approaches.

Apply theoretical frameworks to design research that tests and builds on existing knowledge.

Understand the role of comparative politics and cross-national studies in research design.

Conduct literature reviews and synthesize existing scholarship to identify research gaps.

Communicate research findings clearly and persuasively through academic writing and presentations.

Target Audience

Political science Ph.D. students and early-career academics 

Social science researchers seeking to enhance their methodological skills.

Policy analysts and researchers in government agencies or think tanks.

Professionals in non-governmental organizations (NGOs) involved in policy advocacy or program

evaluation.

Journalists specializing in political reporting

Graduate students from related fields such as sociology, economics, or public policy.

Research managers and supervisors overseeing research projects in the public or private sector.



Scholars and instructors

Course Outline

Module 1: Foundations of Research Design

Defining research questions and objectives.

The logic of causal inference: understanding causality vs. correlation.

Key components of a research design: from theory to hypothesis testing.

Ethical considerations and institutional review board (IRB) protocols.

Case Study: Analyzing the research design of a landmark study on democratic transitions.

Module 2: Quantitative Methods and Data Analysis

Survey design and sampling strategies.

Introduction to statistical modeling

Working with large datasets and open-source data.

Identifying and addressing common issues like selection bias and measurement error.

Case Study: Examining a cross-national study on the effects of economic inequality on political

participation.

Module 3: Qualitative Research Approaches

The logic and role of qualitative inquiry in political science.

Designing and conducting effective in-depth interviews and focus groups.

Ethnographic research: navigating observation and fieldwork.

Systematic analysis of textual data and discourse analysis.

Case Study: A single-case study analysis of a social movement and its impact on public policy.

Module 4: Mixed-Methods and Comparative Design

Integrating qualitative and quantitative data: triangulation and sequencing.

Designing comparative case studies to identify causal mechanisms.

Small-N vs. Large-N research designs.

The use of process tracing to understand causal pathways.

Case Study: A mixed-methods study exploring the role of social media in a recent election, combining

network analysis with interviews.

Module 5: Advanced Topics in Political Methodology

Introduction to experimental methods in political science

Computational social science: text as data and automated content analysis.

Big data analytics and its opportunities and challenges.

Utilizing Geographic Information Systems (GIS) in political analysis.

Case Study: A field experiment testing the effectiveness of different get-out-the-vote campaigns.

Module 6: Writing the Research Proposal

Structuring a compelling and comprehensive research proposal.

Developing a strong literature review to position your research.

Outlining the methodology and data collection plan.

Creating a project timeline and budget.



Case Study: A workshop on deconstructing and reconstructing a high-level research grant proposal.

Module 7: Presenting and Publishing Research

Communicating complex research findings to diverse audiences.

Navigating the peer-review process.

Strategies for academic publication and public dissemination.

Building a professional research portfolio.

Case Study: A session on a successful academic paper, from initial idea to final publication.

Module 8: Practical Application and Workshop

Hands-on exercises on data analysis software (e.g., R, Stata, NVivo).

Developing and refining an individual research design.

Peer review and constructive feedback sessions.

Consultation with instructors on specific research challenges.

Case Study: Participants present their own research designs for group critique and expert feedback.

Training Methodology

This course employs a participatory and hands-on approach to ensure practical learning, including:

Interactive lectures and presentations.

Group discussions and brainstorming sessions.

Hands-on exercises using real-world datasets.

Role-playing and scenario-based simulations.

Analysis of case studies to bridge theory and practice.

Peer-to-peer learning and networking.

Expert-led Q&A sessions.

Continuous feedback and personalized guidance.

Register as a group from 3 participants for a Discount

Send us an email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com or call +254769199797 

 

Certification

Upon successful completion of this training, participants will be issued with a globally- recognized certificate.

Tailor-Made Course

 We also offer tailor-made courses based on your needs.

Key Notes

a. The participant must be conversant with English.

b. Upon completion of training the participant will be issued with an Authorized Training Certificate

c. Course duration is flexible and the contents can be modified to fit any number of days.

mailto:info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com


d. The course fee includes facilitation training materials, 2 coffee breaks, buffet lunch and A Certificate upon

successful completion of Training.

e. One-year post-training support Consultation and Coaching provided after the course.

f. Payment should be done at least a week before commence of the training, to FINESKILL TRAINING

CENTER account, as indicated in the invoice so as to enable us prepare better for you.

Upcoming Scheduled Sessions

Start Date End Date Location Price

10 Aug 2026 14 Aug 2026 Online $1,100

17 Aug 2026 21 Aug 2026 Online $1,100

24 Aug 2026 28 Aug 2026 Online $1,100

31 Aug 2026 04 Sep 2026 Online $1,100

07 Sep 2026 11 Sep 2026 Online $1,100

14 Sep 2026 18 Sep 2026 Online $1,100

21 Sep 2026 25 Sep 2026 Online $1,100

28 Sep 2026 02 Oct 2026 Online $1,100

Ready to enroll or request a customized program? Book online or contact us:

Register Online Now

Email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com | Website: www.fineskilltrainingcenter.com

https://www.fineskilltrainingcenter.com/courses/advanced-research-design-in-political-science-training-course

