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Course Introduction

Game theory provides a powerful framework for strategic decision-making by analyzing
interactions among rational agents. While traditional political analysis often relies on historical
context and qualitative interpretation, an advanced game theory approach offers a quantitative,
predictive modeling toolkit. This course moves beyond basic concepts to apply sophisticated
game-theoretic models to complex political phenomena, from inter national relations and electoral
strategy to policy negotiation and bureaucratic bar gaining. Participants will learn to identify
strategic dependencies, anticipate rival actions, and design effective strategies in high-stakes
political environments.

Advanced Game Theory for Political Analysis Training Course is designed to bridge the gap
between abstract theory and practical application. We empower political professionals, researchers,
and policymakers with cutting-edge analytical skillsto dissect and understand the intricate
political dynamics that shape our world. By focusing on real-wor ld case studies and data-driven
analysis, this program ensures that participants can confidently use game theory to inform their
professional judgments and achieve strategic objectives. You will gain a profound understanding of
how strategic foresight and rational choice theory are indispensable tools for modern political
leadership and public administration.
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Course Duration
5 days
Course Objectives

Formulate political problems as game-theoretic models.

Analyze strategic interactions in multi-actor political systems.

Apply Nash equilibrium and other solution concepts to predict political outcomes.
Understand cooper ative vs. non-cooper ative games in alliance formation.
Model sequential and simultaneous decision-making in policy.

Analyze incomplete information games in diplomacy and negotiations.
Evaluate electoral strategies using spatial models.

Deconstruct public goods and collective action problems.

Assess coalition formation and power dynamicsin legisative bodies.
Use game theory to understand and predict political business cycles.

. Apply behavioral game theory to account for irrationality.

. Analyze bargaining and conflict resolution in international crises.

. Leverage game-theoretic insights for data-driven policy design.
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Target Audience

« Political Strategists & Consultants

o Government Officials & Civil Servants

« Public Policy Analysts

« International Relations Specialists

o Non-Profit and NGO Leaders

« Academics & Researchersin Political Science

« Lobbyists and Government Relations Professionals
« Journalists and Political Commentators

Course Modules
Module 1: Foundations of Strategic Analysis

« Understanding the L ogic of Strategic I nteraction: Introduce game theory concepts.
« Payoff Matrices and Rationality: Analyze player motivations and optimal responses.



« Pureand Mixed Strategies. Explore decision-making under uncertainty.
« Key Equilibrium Concepts: Focus on Nash equilibrium and its political applications.
o Case Study: The Prisoner's Dilemma applied to an ar msr ace between two nations.

Module 2: Modeling Political Competition

« Electoral Competition Models: Analyze voter behavior and candidate positioning.

» Spatial Models of Voting: Use geometric representations to predict election outcomes.

« Strategic Campaigning and Advertising: Model the dynamics of political communication.

o Multi-Party Systems and Coalition Politics: Explore the strategic challenges of coalition
formation.

« Case Study: Analyzing the Hotelling-Downs model to understand political party platform
convergence.

Module 3: Bargaining and Negotiation

» Bargaining Games: Introduce formal models of negotiation.

o The Ultimatum Game and its Variants: Study power dynamicsin offer-making.

» Repeated Games and Reputation: Understand how |long-term interactions affect
cooperation.

» Theories of Coercive Diplomacy: Apply game theory to international conflict.

» Case Study: Modeling the Cuban Missile Crisis as agame of Chicken to analyze
brinkmanship.

Module 4: Incomplete and Imperfect Information

« Information Asymmetry: Analyze situations where players have private information.

« Bayesian Games. Model rational behavior when beliefs are uncertain.

« Signaling and Screening: Understand how players communicate their intentions.

« Credible Commitment and Deterrence: Study the strategic challenges of making threats
believable.

« Case Study: A bureaucratic bargaining scenario where agencies have different levels of
information about a policy's effectiveness.

Module 5: The Dynamics of Cooperation and Conflict

» Cooperative Game Theory: Examine how groups can form and share gains.

« Theories of Collective Action: Analyze the challenges of mobilizing large groups.

« Legislative Bargaining: Model the process of vote-trading and coalition formation.

» Conflict Resolution and Mediation: Apply game theory to de-escalate disputes.

« Case Study: The challenges of achieving climate change cooper ation under the threat of
defection.

Module 6: Institutional Design

« Voting Systems and Strategic Behavior: Anayze how different rules affect outcomes.

« Agenda Setting Power: Model the strategic manipulation of policy options.

 Legisative Gridlock: Understand why political partiesfail to reach agreements.

» Mechanism Design: Design institutions and rules to achieve desired outcomes.

« Case Study: An analysisof the U.S. electoral college as a complex game with strategic
incentives for political campaigns.

Module 7: Behavioral Game Theory



« Beyond Rationality: Introduce concepts from behavioral economics.

» Bounded Rationality: Analyze decision-making with cognitive limitations.

« Prospect Theory and Framing Effects. Understand how psychological biases influence
choices.

« Social Preferences. Model altruism, fairness, and reciprocity.

« Case Study: Understanding voter turnout by applying insights from behavioral game
theory.

Module 8: Advanced Applications and Project Simulation

o Game Theory in Public Administration: Apply models to bureaucracy and policy
implementation.

» Simulating Geopolitical Scenarios. Use models to predict outcomes in international crises.

« Data-Driven Policy Analysis: Connect game theory models to empirical data.

« Participant-L ed Project: Work on area-world political problem using game theory.

» Case Study: Simulating atrade negotiation between two countries with competing interests.

Training M ethodology

« Interactive L ectures: Instructor-led sessions with visual aids and group discussions to
explain complex models.

» Case-Based L earning: In-depth analysis of historical and contemporary political events
using game theory.

« Hands-on Problem-Solving: Participants will work on problem sets and exercisesto build
their modeling skills.

« Collaborative Workshops: Group activities and peer-to-peer learning to solve strategic
puzzles.

« Project-Based Simulation: A capstone project where participants model and "play" a
complex political scenario.

o Guest Speakers: Insights from leading political strategists and academics.

« Blended Format: A mix of live online sessions and self-paced pre-recorded content to
provide flexibility.

Register asa group from 3 participantsfor a Discount

Send us an email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com or call +254769199797

Certification

Upon successful completion of this training, participants will be issued with a globally- recognized
certificate.

Tailor-Made Course
We also offer tailor-made courses based on your needs.

Key Notes

a. The participant must be conversant with English.
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b. Upon completion of training the participant will be issued with an Authorized Training
Certificate

c. Course duration is flexible and the contents can be modified to fit any number of days.

d. The course fee includes facilitation training materials, 2 coffee breaks, buffet lunch and A
Certificate upon successful completion of Training.

e. One-year post-training support Consultation and Coaching provided after the course.

f. Payment should be done at least a week before commence of the training, to FINESKILL
TRAINING CENTER account, asindicated in the invoice so as to enable us prepare better for you.

Upcoming Scheduled Sessions

Start Date End Date Location

10 Aug 2026 14 Aug 2026 Online $1,100
17 Aug 2026 21 Aug 2026 Online $1,100
24 Aug 2026 28 Aug 2026 Online $1,100
31 Aug 2026 04 Sep 2026 Online $1,100
07 Sep 2026 11 Sep 2026 Online $1,100
14 Sep 2026 18 Sep 2026 Online $1,100
21 Sep 2026 25 Sep 2026 Online $1,100
28 Sep 2026 02 Oct 2026 Online $1,100

Ready to enroll or request a customized program? Book online or contact us:

Register Online Now

Email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com | Website: www.fineskilltrainingcenter.com
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