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Course Introduction

This advanced course provides a deep dive into the complex and evolving political landscapes of

Africa. We'll move beyond simplistic narratives to conduct a rigorous, evidence-based examination of the

continent's diverse political systems, institutions, and challenges. By applying cutting-edge theoretical

frameworks and comparative methodologies, participants will develop a sophisticated understanding of the

forces shaping governance, development, and conflict across the continent. Advanced Comparative

Politics of Africa Training Course is designed for professionals and academics who need to analyze and

interpret the nuanced dynamics of African politics in a global context.

The curriculum focuses on key themes such as democratization, the persistence of authoritarianism, the

role of civil society and social movements, and the impact of globalization and technology. You'll explore

how historical legacies, such as colonialism, continue to influence contemporary state-building and political

economy. Through a series of in-depth case studies and interactive discussions, you will acquire the

analytical skills necessary to navigate the complexities of political change and stability in modern Africa.

Programme Curriculum

Advanced Comparative Politics of Africa Training Course

Introduction

This advanced course provides a deep dive into the complex and evolving political landscapes of Africa.

We'll move beyond simplistic narratives to conduct a rigorous, evidence-based examination of the continent's

diverse political systems, institutions, and challenges. By applying cutting-edge theoretical frameworks and

comparative methodologies, participants will develop a sophisticated understanding of the forces shaping

governance, development, and conflict across the continent. Advanced Comparative Politics of Africa



Training Course is designed for professionals and academics who need to analyze and interpret the nuanced

dynamics of African politics in a global context.

The curriculum focuses on key themes such as democratization, the persistence of authoritarianism, the

role of civil society and social movements, and the impact of globalization and technology. You'll explore how

historical legacies, such as colonialism, continue to influence contemporary state-building and political

economy. Through a series of in-depth case studies and interactive discussions, you will acquire the analytical

skills necessary to navigate the complexities of political change and stability in modern Africa.

Course Duration

10 Days

13 Course Objectives

1.      Analyze the historical roots of political systems in Africa, including colonial legacies and post-

independence trajectories.

2.      Evaluate the factors influencing democratization and democratic backsliding across the continent.

3.      Assess the nature and durability of authoritarian regimes and their adaptive strategies.

4.      Compare the roles of political parties, electoral systems, and legislatures in different African countries.

5.      Examine the dynamics of political economy, including the resource curse and development challenges.

6.      Investigate the causes and consequences of political violence and conflict, including civil wars and

ethnic tensions.

7.      Explore the evolving relationship between the state and civil society organizations.

8.      Debate the influence of regional and international actors on domestic politics in Africa.

9.      Apply core theories of comparative politics to specific African case studies.

10.  Analyze the political impacts of digital technology and social media on political mobilization and

governance.

11.  Critically assess the role of identity politics, ethnicity, and religion in shaping political outcomes.

12.  Develop advanced research and analytical skills for studying African politics.

13.  Anticipate future political trends and challenges on the African continent.

Target Audience

??         Graduate students in political science, international relations, and African studies.

??         Policy analysts and government officials working on African affairs.

??         Professionals in international NGOs, development agencies, and think tanks.

??         Journalists and researchers specializing in African politics.

??         Diplomats and foreign service officers.



??         Consultants advising on political risk in Africa.

??         Academics and educators.

??         Professionals in the private sector seeking to understand the political context for business operations in

Africa.

Course Modules

Module 1: Foundations of Comparative Politics and African Studies

??         Core Theories in comparative politics (e.g., historical institutionalism, rational choice).

??         Decolonization and the formation of the post-colonial state.

??         Comparative Methodologies: Most Similar Systems Design (MSSD), Most Different Systems Design

(MDSD).

??         State-Society Relations and the "politics of the belly" concept.

??         Case Study: The varied trajectories of British vs. French colonial legacies in Ghana and C??te d'Ivoire.

Module 2: The Evolving State in Africa

??         State-building and institutional development.

??         Sovereignty and its challenges in the 21st century.

??         Theories of the "failed state" vs. concepts of "hybridity."

??         Corruption and rent-seeking behavior.

??         Case Study: The contrasting paths of state-building in Ethiopia and Somalia.

Module 3: Democratization and Regime Change

??         Third Wave Democratization and its impact on Africa.

??         Hybrid Regimes and "illiberal democracy."

??         Constitutionalism and political transitions.

??         Elections, electoral systems, and their role in political legitimacy.

??         Case Study: The democratic transitions in Nigeria vs. the ongoing political stability in Botswana.

Module 4: Authoritarianism and Political Control

??         Neo-patrimonialism and "personal rule."

??         Mechanisms of Control: surveillance, repression, and co-optation.

??         The "adaptive authoritarianism" model.

??         Military Intervention and the politics of coups.

??         Case Study: The resilience of the ruling party in Rwanda vs. the recent coups in the Sahel region.



Module 5: Political Economy and Development

??         Resource Curse Theory and its application to Africa.

??         Structural Adjustment Programs and their long-term effects.

??         Informal Economies and their political significance.

??         China's role in African political and economic development.

??         Case Study: The impact of oil wealth on governance in Equatorial Guinea vs. the challenges in a

resource-poor country like Malawi.

Module 6: Conflict and Peacebuilding

??         Causes of Civil War: ethnic, religious, and economic factors.

??         Post-conflict reconstruction and transitional justice.

??         The role of external actors in mediating conflicts.

??         Disarmament, Demobilization, and Reintegration (DDR).

??         Case Study: The post-genocide political and social reconstruction in Rwanda.

Module 7: Social Movements and Civil Society

??         Theories of Social Movements and collective action.

??         The role of NGOs and grassroots activism.

??         Youth Mobilization and the politics of demographics.

??         Protest and dissent in non-democratic contexts.

??         Case Study: The Fees Must Fall movement in South Africa and the Arab Spring's reverberations.

Module 8: Identity, Ethnicity, and Politics

??         The construction of ethnic identity and its political manipulation.

??         Power-sharing agreements and consociationalism.

??         The politics of indigeneity and land rights.

??         Religion as a political force.

??         Case Study: The politics of ethnicity in Kenya vs. the challenges of managing diversity in Nigeria.

Module 9: The Politics of Digital Technology

??         Social media and political mobilization.

??         Disinformation and its impact on elections.

??         Digital governance and state surveillance.



??         The digital divide and its political implications.

??         Case Study: The use of social media in the Sudanese Revolution.

Module 10: African Regional and International Organizations

??         The African Union (AU) and its role in regional governance.

??         Regional Economic Communities (RECs) and their political influence.

??         Diplomacy and the new geopolitics of Africa.

??         The international criminal court and accountability.

??         Case Study: The AU's response to the political crisis in Zimbabwe.

Module 11: Security and Geopolitics

??         Counter-terrorism strategies and their political consequences.

??         New Security Challenges: climate change, pandemics, and food security.

??         International Security cooperation and competition.

??         The politics of migration and human trafficking.

??         Case Study: The geopolitical competition between the US, China, and Russia in the Horn of Africa.

Module 12: Political Parties and Electoral Systems

??         Party Systems: dominant party vs. multi-party systems.

??         Theories of Voting Behavior in African contexts.

??         Electoral violence and its prevention.

??         The role of opposition parties and coalitions.

??         Case Study: The evolution of the party system in South Africa since 1994.

Module 13: Local Governance and Decentralization

??         Theories of decentralization and devolution.

??         Community participation and local accountability.

??         Traditional Authorities and their role in modern governance.

??         Urban politics and the challenges of rapid urbanization.

??         Case Study: The success of decentralization in Uganda vs. the challenges in Kenya.

Module 14: Gender and Politics in Africa

??         Theories of Gender and Political Representation.

??         Quotas and women's political participation.



??         The politics of gender-based violence and policy responses.

??         Women's role in peacebuilding and conflict resolution.

??         Case Study: The impact of gender quotas on political representation in Rwanda.

Module 15: The Future of African Politics

??         Anticipating future trends: demographics, climate change, and technology.

??         New theories and research agendas for African politics.

??         The role of youth and the politics of a changing demographic.

??         Global interconnectedness and its political implications.

??         Case Study: A forward-looking scenario analysis on the future of governance in the Democratic

Republic of Congo.

Training Methodology

??         Interactive Lectures.

??         Case Study Analysis.

??         Simulations and Role-Playing.

??         Peer-Led Discussions.

??         Research Projects

Register as a group from 3 participants for a Discount

Send us an email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com or call +254769199797 

 

Certification

Upon successful completion of this training, participants will be issued with a globally- recognized certificate.

Tailor-Made Course

 We also offer tailor-made courses based on your needs.

Key Notes

a. The participant must be conversant with English.

b. Upon completion of training the participant will be issued with an Authorized Training Certificate

c. Course duration is flexible and the contents can be modified to fit any number of days.

d. The course fee includes facilitation training materials, 2 coffee breaks, buffet lunch and A Certificate upon

successful completion of Training.

e. One-year post-training support Consultation and Coaching provided after the course.

mailto:info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com


f. Payment should be done at least a week before commence of the training, to FINESKILL TRAINING

CENTER account, as indicated in the invoice so as to enable us prepare better for you.

Upcoming Scheduled Sessions

Start Date End Date Location Price

10 Aug 2026 21 Aug 2026 Online $2,200

17 Aug 2026 28 Aug 2026 Online $2,200

24 Aug 2026 04 Sep 2026 Online $2,200

31 Aug 2026 11 Sep 2026 Online $2,200

07 Sep 2026 18 Sep 2026 Online $2,200

14 Sep 2026 25 Sep 2026 Online $2,200

21 Sep 2026 02 Oct 2026 Online $2,200

28 Sep 2026 09 Oct 2026 Online $2,200

Ready to enroll or request a customized program? Book online or contact us:

Register Online Now

Email: info@fineskilltrainingcenter.com | Website: www.fineskilltrainingcenter.com

https://www.fineskilltrainingcenter.com/courses/advanced-comparative-politics-of-africa-training-course

